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This issue of the Bulletin on International Cooperation in
education is packed with interesting articles and stories. The In
Focus section provides information on the 35" UNESCO
General Conference, held at the UNESCO Headquarters in Paris,
France from 6 to 23 October 2009. One of the many tasks of
the Conference was to approve the listing of nominated persons
as UNESCO Great Personalities. From Thailand, Euah
Suntornsanan, founder of the famous Suntaraphorn band whose
prolific writing of lyrics and music resulted in 2000 Thai classic
songs, and Mom Ratchawong Kukrit Pramoj, who contributed
much to Thai education, culture, social sciences and humanities,
and mass media were included. The centenary for Euah
Suntornsanan will be celebrated on 21 January 2010, while that

of Mom Ratchawong Kukrit Pramoj will be on 20 April 2011.

With regard to international events, there is a report from
the 13" UNESCO-APEID International Conference and World
Bank-KERIS High Level Seminar on ICT in Education,
organized in collaboration with the World Bank and the Korean
Education Research and Information Service; and the 32" HOM
and the 4" SOM-ED, which provided a forum for sharing best
practices and formulating policies on regional cooperation on
education. At the national level we have the seminar and
workshop on Strengthening Cooperation in Education to Achieve
an ASEAN Caring Sharing Community, in accordance with the
three pillars ASEAN and the ASEAN Cha-Am Hua Hin

Declaration.

The column on World Heritage takes the reader to the
almost 1,000 year old city of Lijiang in China. Lijiang was once
a cultural center of the Naxi tribe and a commercial hub of Tibet
and Yunnan. It is recognized by Europeans as the Venice of the

East, Lijiang for its many beautiful canals.

Readers can access the Bulletin and its back issues on-line
at www.bic.moe.go.th. Comments and suggestions are welcome

and can be submitted to the address given on the back cover.

Thank you and see you again in the nextissue.
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The 35" UNESCO General Conference was
organized from 6 to 23 October 2009 at the UNESCO
headquarters in Paris, France. This biannual event
brings together representatives from the 193 UNESCO
Member States, UNESCO Associate Members and
other relevant organizations. From 7 to 10 October,
Mr. Jurin Laksanawisit, the Thai Minister of Education
and Chairperson of the Thai National Commission for
UNESCO, headed a delegation from the Ministry of
Education. In the plenary session, the Minister
delivered a statement on the second decade of
education reform in Thailand, including reference to
important regional initiatives under the South East
Asian Ministers of Education Organisation (SEAMEO).
The Thai delegation also undertook study visits to the
Institute Universitaire de Technologies de Chartres
and the Institut d’Etudes Politiques de Paris. During
the Conference the Minister met with the President of
the UNESCO Executive Board, the President of the
African Group within UNESCO as well as the
Education Ministers of Mongolia and Pakistan.
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Organized between 15 and 17 November, 2009 in Hangzhou,
China, this conference on, “ICT in Transforming Education”, focused
on the role of ICT in improving education in developing countries.
Mr. Jurin Laksanawisit, Minister of Education of Thailand, headed the
Thai delegation and gave a speech during the opening session.
He emphasized the importance of ICT in Thailand’s second decade
of education reform (2009 to 2018) which aims to engage all citizens
in quality, life-long learning. With around 250 participants from

Thailand, Cambodia, Malaysia, Vietnam, China and South Korea, the

Conference consisted of four plenary sessions: 1) ICT in Education

Policy, Plan and Monitoring 2) The Role of ICT in Teaching and
Learning, 3) The Role of ICT in Higher Education, Open and
Distance Learning and Open Educational Resources, and 4) Using
ICT to Promote Non-Formal Education and Life-Long Learning.
The 14" UNESCO-APEID International Conference will be held in
Thailand in December, 2010, under the title, “Education for Human

Resources Development”.
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The 32" SEAMEO High
Officials Meeting and the 4"
ASEAN Senior Officials Meeting on
Education were organized during
22 to 25 November, 2009 at the
Royal Orchid Grand Sheraton,
Bangkok. The 32" SEAMEO
High Officials Meeting (HOM)
acknowledged resolutions of the
31% SEAMEO HOM and the 44"
SEAMEO Council Conference
(SEAMEC), and heard progress
reports on the ten collaborative
projects to reach the unreached
and attain education for all (EFA)
goals in Southeast Asia. Each of
the projects is lead by one of the
SEAMEO member countries.
The 4" ASEAN Senior Officials
Meeting on Education (SOM-ED)
acknowledged the report from the
15" ASEAN Summit in Cha-am
Hua Hin, Thailand and the
Cha-am Hua Hin Declaration on
Strengthening Cooperation on
Education to Achieve an ASEAN
Caring and Sharing Community.
This Declaration will be implemented
in guiding and supporting ASEAN'’s
Five Year Plan on Education.
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Mr. Jurin Laksanawisit, the
Thai Minister of Education and
President of the Southeast Asian
Minister of Education Council
(SEAMEC), visited the Philippines
from 18 to 20 December 2009. The
Minister visited the Southeast Asian
Regional Center for Graduate Study
and Research in Agriculture
(SEAMEO SEARCA), the SEAMEO
Tropical Medicine and Public Health
Network (SEAMEO TROPMED), and
the SEAMEO Regional Center
for Educational Innovation and
Technology (SEAMEO INNOTECH,).
He also met with the Minister
of Education of the Philippines
Dr. Jesli A. Lapus to discuss
educational cooperation between
Thailand and the Philippines and
spent time at the International Rice
Research Institute (IRRI).
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Mr. Jurin Laksanawisit, the Thai Minister of Education and President of
the Southeast Asian Minister of Education Council (SEAMEC), visited Brunei
Darussalam between 18 and 20 October 2009. In addition to visiting the
SEAMEO Regional Centre for Vocational and Technical Education and
Training (SEAMEO VOCTEC), the Institut Teknologi Brunei (ITB) and
Meragang Sixth Form Centre, Mr. Jurin met with the Minister of Education of
Brunei Darussalam Yang Berhormat Pehin Dato Abdul Rahman Taib to sign
the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on educational cooperation
between the Thailand and Brunei Darussalam. The MOU focuses on
vocational education, school networking and exchanges between teachers

and students.
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On 22 December 2009, the
Ministry of Education hosted a seminar
and workshop entitled, “Strengthening
Educational Cooperation : the Way
towards an ASEAN Community” at
the S.D. Avenue Hotel, Bangkok.
The purpose of this event was to
raise awareness of the Cha-am Hua
Hin Declaration on Strengthening
Cooperation on Education to Achieve
an ASEAN Caring Sharing Community
and to promote collaboration among
the relevant public sector agencies for
the achievement of the ASEAN
Community by 2015. The programme
included a lecture entitled, “ASEAN
Charter for ASEAN People”, by
Mr. Vitavas Srivihok, Director-General
of the ASEAN Affairs Department to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and a panel
discussion with representatives from
the Defense Ministry, the Commerce
Ministry, the Ministry of Social
Development and Human Security,
the ASEAN University Network (AUN)
and the Office of the Basic Education
Commission (OBEC). Participants
interacted during group discussions
in the afternoon session.
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The 2™ Malaysia - Thailand Joint Working Group on Education, held
between 1 and 3 October 2009 in Putrajaya, Malaysia, was co-chaired by
Tan Sri Dr. Zulkurnian Haji Awang, Secretary General, Ministry of Education,
Malaysia, and Dr. Chinnapat Bhumirat, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of
Education, Thailand. The meeting acknowledged activities under the
agreed Five Year Operational Plan for Educational Cooperation, already in
the implementation stage. Also explored were possibilities for future
cooperation including sports and arts activities, vocational education and
training, teacher training, special education, the development of Islamic
studies, exchanges between academics and students, and special
initiatives for the Southern provinces. The signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding in Higher Education between the Ministry of Higher
Education, Malaysia and the Higher Education Commission, Thailand will
strengthen ties and promote synergies between the higher education
institutions of the two counties and increase educational opportunities for
students, academics and staff.
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Organized in Vientiane on 27 November 2009, the 2" Meeting
on Educational Cooperation between Thailand and Laos PDR was
co-chaired by the Thai Permanent Secretary for Education,
Mr. Chinnapat Bhumirat and the Lao Director-General, Mr. Bunsuk
Tilasak. The aim of the meeting was to follow up on progress made
since the 1% meeting in 2008 and explore possibilities to expand
cooperation through exchanges between senior officials on education,
education personnel, students, teachers and researchers. Also
discussed was the provision of scholarships and research grants,
knowledge sharing on mathematics and sciences and the
development of textbooks and curricula. The two countries agreed to
move forward with three new projects 1) to improve non-formal
education, 2) the development of teachers and educational personnel,
and 3) the advancement of model libraries at technical and vocational
schools.
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Lijiang old town, including its neighboring villages of the Naxi people, was
registered on the UNESCO World Heritage List in December 1997. With an area
of 3.8 square kilometers and population of around 25,000, the town was
established in the Song dynasty but became important during the Yuan dynasty
when Kublai Khan and his troops stayed overnight there. It once served as a
political, cultural and educational center in Yunnan, Tibet and China, and
European tourists often refer to Lijiang as the Venice of the East. Tourist
attractions include the big water wheels and ‘Sifangjie’, a large courtyard formerly
used for a fair. To maintain the old town of Lijiang as both a tourist attraction and
a world heritage site is not easy because cooperation of local people, authorities
and academics is required. It is important that local communities not only benefit

from the city but know how to preserve the site as well.
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