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1. To disseminate updated summaries on the work of the Ministry of Education and collaborating organizations
on international cooperation

2. To serve as a reference point and platform to stimulate further research into specific programmes and activities

3. To promote the exchange of ideas and information to develop future cooperation

The Bulletin is a quarterly periodical issued in January, April, July and October.

Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Education
Deputy Permanent Secretary for Education (Foreign Affairs)

Paisal Wisalaporn Director, Bureau of International Cooperation
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Bureau of International Cooperation, Office of the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Education,
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Memory of the World: Preserving Indigenous

Knowledge and Heritage in the North East

of Thailand
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Preserving the Natural Heritage of Thailand:
Youth Camp in Dong Phayayen - Khao Yai
Forest
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This Bulletin on International Cooperation of the
Ministry of Education wishes to present the article on the
African Week which Mr. Chinnaworn Boonyakiat, the
Minister of Education, presided over the opening
ceremony on 16" September 2010 at Siam Paragon in
Bangkok. This important event reflected Thailand’s
deepening relationship with African countries through
educational and technical cooperation, the promotion of
cultural exchanges and tourism as well as through trade,
industry and investment. The purpose of the African Week
was to showcase this growing and wide-ranging
engagement and to open the doors for the development of
new and mutually beneficial linkages.

Apart from the African Week, there are a lot of
interesting articles that emphasize the success of the
educational cooperation between the Ministry of Education
of Thailand and international partners worldwide such as
the 1°' China-ASEAN Education Minister Roundtable
Conference, a Youth Camp on Thai and World Heritage
Conservation in Khao Yai National Park, Nakorn
Ratchasima Province, and a seminar and follow-up of
Students under the One District-One Scholarship Project in
Germany.

On the occasion of the International Literacy Day (On
the 8" of September of every year, the International
Cooperation Bureau is pleased to present a special article
entitled “Creating an Opportunity in Reading: A Pathway to
Lifelong Learning and Achieving the Goals of Education
for All (EFA).

The Bulletin on International Cooperation of the
Ministry of Education is also available on line at
www.bic.moe.go.th Until the next issue.
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On 16" September 2010, the Minister of Education, Mr. Chinnaworn
Boonyakiat, presided over the opening ceremony of African Week at Siam
Paragon in Bangkok. This important event reflected Thailand’s deepening
relationship with the African countries through educational and technical
cooperation, the promotion of cultural exchange and tourism as well as
through trade, industry and investment. The purpose of African Week was to
showcase this growing and wide-ranging engagement and to open doors for
the development of new and mutually beneficial linkages. Apart from an
exhibition which included information on the various sectors, there were also
cultural performances from each of the participating countries and a seminar
programme and school visits for African delegates. African week was
organized by the Ministry of Education in collaboration with a number of

public and private sector partners.
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Under the framework of the UNESCO Memory of the World Programme,
Thailand’s 7" National Network Seminar on the Preservation and
Dissemination of Documentary Heritage and Indigenous Thai Knowledge took
place in Maha Sarakham province on July 8-10, 2010. The seminar was
designed to identify examples of the region’s cultural heritage, raise
awareness on issues of documentation and create a network among the
relevant stakeholders in order to preserve, protect and assist universal access

to its documentary heritage. In addition to Wat Mahachai Museum in Maha

Sarakham province, participants visited the pagoda which houses the relics of

Phra Anon and Wat Maha That in Yasothon province.
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fuii6-7 NINHIAN 2553 fW NTNENNY
dszinmaaiuny Taad 9609 aNTH
UWIN ADILIAADIZATANARS NUNANENAE
WITAIT %qﬁ@aﬁuﬁﬂiaﬁmmmﬂizmu
ANANILAAIIEZATANART / ANEANEnT
wiisilszmalng  wazua1adsdng
837:Y At UNTMAGNIUST TueynIg

The Meeting of International Task Force for Teachers on Education for All aminaanduiugsnalazing andnanu

1% == a 3|
(EFA) was conducted by UNESCO under the topic, “Policy Dialogue Forum on UAAN9ENINANHIENIT 993 2 AU LU
Providing Teachers for All (EFA): Quality Matters” this event took place in éLLﬂuiﬂﬂLﬁﬂﬁ‘QNﬂﬂiﬂﬁ‘:ﬁuﬂ Tmed
Amman, Jordan from 6" to 7" July 2010. There were 50 participants from ﬁ’mgﬂggmﬁ[ﬁmmmﬂrﬁﬂuﬂ@gmummj
public and academic sectors, social communities, NGOs and related LL@xLLuQﬂﬁ‘LTaLﬁﬂ')ﬁﬂﬂ’]i‘ﬁmu’]ﬁg
agencies. The Thai Delegation consisted of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Sombat

a519ANRTENTINATUAUNINIUNNS

Nopparak, Dean of the Faculty of Education, Naresuan University, also ~ en o
ﬂgummzmiwmmuiﬁmmg LA

holding the position of the Dean of Thailand Education Deans Council (TEDC)

and Miss Siripak Thammabutr, the International Relations Officers, Bureau of fanffumiuuanislunisandnsinis

International Cooperation. The purpose of this meeting mainly focused on mmLm@uﬂgnoﬁ’uﬂimgﬁﬂwﬁqﬂﬁ
exchanges of experience and best practices on teacher development as well ANUUNINNGT 10 A uAuialan #9uvi
ways to reduce the shortage of 10 million primary teachers worldwide and ﬂ§uﬂgqa:uuma?ﬁnm‘lﬁﬁﬂaxam%mw
develop educational systems through potential teachers in order to achieve TmmﬁfmﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂmwLmzﬁmm

the EFA Goals in 2015. e e 9L NN N9 AN S
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From July 23™ to August 6" 2010, the 34" World Heritage Committee Conference was held in Brasilia, Brazil. The

Chairperson of the Conference was the Minister of Culture of Brazil in attendance were representatives from Arab Republic

of Egypt, Russian Federation, The Republic of South Africa, the Kingdom of Sweden, and the Kingdom of Thailand as the

Vice President. The Conference approved the registration of 21 items of new world heritage. Moreover, two subcommittees

were appointed in order to adjust operational guidelines and action plans of related conventions. On this occasion, the

Thai representatives reported to the World Heritage Committee details regarding the administrative plan of “The Temple of

Preah Vihear” as was proposed by Cambodia as this was proposed without the prior study of related partners. In closing,

th

the Conference postponed this agenda and moved it forward for discussion and consideration at the 35" Conference in

2011 in the Kingdom of Bahrain.
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Dong Phayayen - Khao Yai Forest was declared a world natural

heritage site on July 15, 2005. Recognizing that it is essential to engage

with youth in order to safeguard and preserve Thailand’s natural heritage

for future generations, the Bureau of International Cooperation and PTT

Exploration and Production Public Company Limited joined forces to

organize a three day youth camp at the site. From 3-5 September, 2010,

more than one hundred and fifty participants, including teachers and

students from nineteen Bangkok schools took part in activities which

highlighted the biodiversity of the forest complex and focused on

environmental conservation.
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@ qiaal Aeng From 27" to 29" September,
2010, Mr. Chinnaworn Boonyakiat,

Minister of Education for Thailand

visited Moscow to participate in

the first major global conference

which was dedicated to Early

Childhood Care and Education

(ECCE). Following up on the major

milestones for ECCE such as the Convention

on the Rights of the Child (1989), the Jomtien

Declaration on Education for All (1990), the

Dakar Framework for Action (2000) and the

outcome of the Education for All Global

Monitoring Report on ECCE (2007), the

Conference called for a new commitment to

early childhood care and education.

Conference participants adopted the Moscow

_____ Framework of Action, which identifies political
——————— commitment, investment and external support

as being amongst the challenges which need to

[~
A WIduuI

o e = o o o be tackled. While attending the Conference, the
ﬂ’]?‘]Ji%‘];llﬁ‘%@‘].lt@ﬂ')’]ﬂ%ﬂﬂ’]iﬂﬂi&f’]@’]ﬁﬁ‘uLﬂﬂﬂﬁs&lflﬂ

Minister also met with the UNESCO Director-
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Education for All in February, 2011.
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Ministrv of Education, P. R. China
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From 2™ to 6" August 2010, the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of
uneFunsal Lgmmﬁmﬁ ﬁlmﬁld? Foreign Affairs (?f the Pe?ple’s Republic of Shinla, and the Peopl.e’s
. - - o Government of Guizhou Province co - hosted the 1% China - ASEAN Education
AINNINIENTAANTIDNITLINTINNNS Minister Roundtable Conference. This event is one of the most significant
ﬂizeﬂ.uiﬁzﬂéuﬁmuﬁau - WG f1u events of the 3 China - ASEAN Education Cooperation Week, this
NN9ANEA ﬂiﬁ‘ﬁl 1 lusinde “dadsunig conference aimed to strengthen cooperation on education between China
LLﬂﬂLﬂgﬂuﬂQ’m‘f%Nﬁ‘ﬂ Jantlsangniin and ASEAN and turn the determination expressed by the Chinese Premier

e = o Wen Jiabao at the East Asia Summit into reality. Mr. Chinnaworn Boonyakiat,
FANAULAZNNTLETNAFI9N IR RN T U e : . . :
the Thai Minister of Education delivered a speech on strengthening China -

S ceAn A o a
JUNTAT TSUIIIUY 2 - 6 @Ay ASEAN Educational Cooperation in which he talked about student exchange
= . o o .
2553 fd bNBY Guiyang A3¥im Guizhou programs and language teaching. The outcome of the Conference was the
A8190u55U sz m muAY WEaNTTaNan Guiyang Declaration which emphasizes enhancing cooperation in education,
9

qunanail luiade “nisdTna¥ieannu science and technology.
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On September 14, 2010, the
Bureau of International Cooperation
held a seminar and workshop entitled,
“Moving Forward to Reach the
Unreached Population Groups in
Thailand”. Under the ten SEAMEO
Collaborative Projects to Reach the
Unreached and Achieve the
Education for All Goals by 2015,
Thailand takes the lead on two
projects: the first to develop community
based learning centres in rural areas
in southeast Asia for literacy and
livelihoods; and the second to
develop an integrated approach to
education for learners affected or
infected by HIV and AIDS. School
administrators, teachers, educators
and representatives from both
government and non-government
organizations attending the seminar

were able to explore the educational
needs of the different groups, identify
expand
opportunities and formulate effective
strategies for reaching out to them.
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On the 21% to 22" September 2010,
the Third Joint Working Group between
Thailand and Malaysia was conducted
at Centara Resort and Spa, Udon Thani
Province. The main purpose of the
event was to follow up on the progress
of ongoing projects and other
educational activities under the
framework of a Memorandum of
Understanding on
cooperation between both countries.
Mrs. Sivika Mektavatchaikul, Deputy
Permanent Secretary for Education,
was the head of the Thai Delegation
and Tan Sri Dr. Zulkurnian bin Haji
Awang was the head of the Malaysian
delegation. As the result of the
conference, two main points were
achieved; first, the establishment of
an institute for Development of Islamic
teachers Studies
instructors and secondly, agreement
was reached on new projects and
initiation that enhances a better
understanding and closer cooperation
between both countries.
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In August 2010, the Minister of Education, Mr. Chinnaworn Boonyakiat, together

with high officials from the Ministry of Education, Thailand, paid a three day visit to
South Korea. On 27" August, the Minister met with H.E. Mr. Seol Dong Geun, the
South Korean Minister of Education and Human Resources Development, to discuss
strengthening educational cooperation between both countries. Particular attention
was given to the modernization of vocational education and training and the use of
educational technologies to promote teaching and learning. Included on the
programme schedule was a visit to Sunrin School which provides high school
students with vocational education in the areas of agriculture, industry and commerce
via e-learning. In addition, the Thai delegates also visited the Korea Education and
Research Information Service (KERIS), the Education Broadcast System (EBS) and
the Booyoung Housing Co., Ltd.
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From 8" to 9" July 2010, the Bureau of International Cooperation in
cooperation with National Science and Technology Development Agency
(NSTDA) and Mahidol Wittayanusorn School launched a Science Camp Project
in order to select 10 students to participate in the annual Thai-Russian students
exchange program which would be held from 13" September to 4" October
2010 at Okean Center, Vladivostok, Russian Federation. The candidates in this

program were 30 well qualified high school students of science programs. In
addition, the International Cooperation Bureau organized the orientation of 10
selected students prior to them leaving for the Russian Federation. The event
was chaired by Mrs. Sivika Mektavatchaikul, the Deputy Permanent Secretary

for Education.
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The
Bureau in cooperation with the Continuing
Center, Chulalongkorn
conducted training on
Capacity Development of International
Relations Officers of the Ministry
of Education from August 30" to
30 September 2010 at Suan Dusit Palace,
Bangkok. There were 27 participants

International Cooperation

Education
University,

from various organizations under the
Ministry of Education. The main objective
of the event was to build the capacity
of international relations officers in
with
competencies as indicated by the Office
of Civil The
contents of the training consisted of

accordance relevant core

Service Commission.

international meeting preparation, related
protocols, and English proficiency
development as well as presentation
techniques.
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The Office of Educational Affairs organized its annual seminar for
students under the One District One Scholarship (ODOS) project at Kassel
University in Germany on September 25-26, 2010. Programme managers and
administrators from the Office of Permanent Secretary at the Ministry of
Education, Thailand were able to meet face to face with participating students

and promote the designated website (www.odos.mow.go.th) as a source of
information and convenient channel for communication. In addition, the

seminar provided information on the recently launched work experience
opportunities for ODOS graduates in Thai government agencies as well as
offer longer term career counseling.
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The International Cooperation Bureau in cooperation with the Language
Institute of Chulalongkorn University jointly organized a Workshop on Public
Speaking during August 23™ to 24", 2010 at S.D. Avenue Hotel, Bangkok. The
participants were core teachers and International relations officers from
educational institutes and offices under the Ministry of Education. The main
purpose of the activities were to build the English proficiency of Thai teachers
and International relations officers in areas of English communication and
public speaking as well as to provide teachers with knowledge and experience
regarding the ESU public speaking competition in order to better prepare their
students for the next event. The workshop was divided into 2 parts comprising
of public speaking theory and practical experience. On the last day, Mrs. Sivika
Mektavatchaikul, the Deputy Permanent Secretary, visited and stated that she
appreciated the success of the workshop and also thanked all participants and

the outstanding speakers for their collaboration in order to finally enhance the
English proficiency of Thai children in the future.
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From July 30" to August 10", 2010, Mr. Paisal Wisalaporn, the Director of the
Bureau of International Cooperation together with officers from the Office of
National Security Council and related agencies visited Thai Muslim students in
the Arab Republic of Egypt, the Republic of Sudan and the Republic of South
Africa. The visits were launched according to a strategy of educational
enhancement for Thai students who study aboard which was approved at a
Cabinet Meeting on May 22™, 2007. The Director of BIC was informed that what
most of the Thai Muslim students in these countries needed was proper
supervision from the Thai public sector, particularly in the case of furthering
their studies in order to acquire a higher degree beyond non-formal education
and also the matter of financial support. Mr. Paisal Wisalaporn found that the

highest goal of these students was to be educated, not to commit acts of

terrorism as they have been frequently accused of by some people who are

prejudiced.
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In conjunction with celebrations

held for International Literacy Day on
September 8" 2010, Thailand launched
the National Reading Decade (2009-
2018) in a bid to promote reading

and instill a reading habit among
With

emphasis given to lifelong learning,

Thai people. increasing
reading is a vital tool to empower the
individual. It allows people to access
information and education according
to their needs so they can adjust
in today’s rapidly changing world.
It also facilitates their participation in
society as well as reinforcing their
rights and responsibilities as citizens.
The following article by Dr. Wirun
Nilmot identifies key initiatives which
influence global efforts to promote
literacy among people of all ages

and backgrounds.
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