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Editorial

A humanist and a true intellectual, Ama-
dou-Mahtar M'Bow left a lasting imprint on 
the history of UNESCO, of which he remains 
one of the most illustrious Directors-General.

He was the first African to head an interna-
tional organization, and at a time of decol-
onization and the Cold War, he consistently 
defended the need for solidarity and equal 
dignity among individuals, peoples and cul-
tures, convinced that “humanity has an obli-
gation to live in the age of solidarity, if it does 
not want to experience an age of barbarism”. 
By striving to ensure that every State found its 
rightful place at UNESCO, he embodied the 
goal of multilateralism.

During his two terms of office (1974-1987), he 
launched the International Programme for 
the Development of Communication in 1981, 
set up the World Heritage Committee in 1976, 
as provided for in the 1972 World Heritage 
Convention, and launched the Intergovern-
mental Hydrological Programme in 1975. It 
was also during his thirteen years as UNESCO’s 
Director-General that the first three volumes 
of the monumental General History of Africa 
were published. This pioneering, collective 
work was compiled with the help of historians 
from Africa and around the world, allowing 
us to revisit the great history of this continent.

Amadou-Mahtar M'Bow's enduring legacy 
is that of a visionary leader who, more than 
any other, was committed to the great causes 
of his time. The UNESCO Courier, the Organ-
ization's flagship publication, often echoed 
his views - as illustrated by these articles, 
published in the magazine between 1975 
and 1986. May this selection of articles, which 
bears witness to an era, serve as a tribute to 
his memory and shed light on our present 
and future. 

Audrey Azoulay
Director-General of UNESCO

CCSOrier 
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AMADOU MAHTAR 
M'BOW 
A PROFILE 
OF THE 
SIXTH DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
OF UNESCO 

by Pierre Kalfon 

N INETEEN fifty-three. Senegal 
is still a French colony. In the 

village square at Badiana, deep In the 
bush of the Casamance region, a man 
addresses the villagers. 

He speaks of the need to learn to 
read and write, to observe simple rules 
of hygiene in order to prevent disease; 
he explains that green manuring yields 
more rice, that animals should be 
vaccinated and that infant mortality Is 
not inevitable. He tells the villagers 
not to be ashamed of Africa's past. 
He speaks of dignity and hope . .. 

If the assembled villagers listened 
so intently, it was not only because 
they were fascinated by his words. 
It was because this time It was a black 
African, and not a Frenchman from the 
town, speakjng to them about them~ 
selves in clear and simple terms. This 
Senegalese, a graduate from the Sor­
bonne, was a school teacher of a new 
kind. His name was Amadou Mahtar 

PIERRE KALFON, Franch tuchar •nd jour• 
nalist hu lived for many yttau In Latin Ame­
rica, wh-,, betwun 1968 •nd 1973 h• taught 
F11nch l1ngua110 and lit(J1ature • t th• Univors.ity 
of Chi/I!, Santlago, and WH 1/10 c0r,a.s1xmd,nt 
of the French dilly ·• Le Monde - 1nd the weekly 
" Le Nouve/ Obse.rv1teu1 •: Author of ,n eu,y, 
" Argentine ·• (lditiom du Seuil. Paris 1967), 
he is currantly at work on • thuis on the lit• 
etoture of the pamp,s, 

M'Bow. On November 14, 1974, he was 
e lected Director.General of Unesco 
by the representatives of 135 
countries assembled in Paris. He 
had jumped a century. 

Shortly alter he was born In Dakar. 
In 1921. his parents took him back to 
louga in the Sahel, where the rest 
of the family lived, the extended 
African family of uncles. aunts, grand­
parents and cousins. There he grew 
up, "learned about life•. had brothers 
and sisters to whom he was the elder 
brother and, above all, first learned 
from practical experience and later 
from books, as Jean-Jacques Rous­
seau once proposed. louga was at 
that time a small rural community 
with a population of hardly more than 
5,000, situated at the cross-roads of 
the Wolof, Peul. Toucouleu and 
Berber settlements of Senegal. 

His father, who came from a village 
near the coastal town of St. Louis, was, 
llke many other villagers, an artisan and 
farmer. He worked hide and made 
leather goods, cultivated his field, and 
kept a few sheep, cattle and horses. 
A devout and highly esteemed Moslem 
who read the Koran and strictly 
observed the last of Ramadan, he 
was respected as much for his moral 
uprightness as for his imposing 

physlcal stature. Visiting Senegalese 
political leaders always stayed at hi s 
house. and as a prominent local 
figure, he had been a member of the 
Senegalese delegation invited to 
Patls for the Universal Exhibition in 
1900. 

Amadou Mahtar M'Bow spent his 
childhood and adolescence in a pro· 
tected yet liberal atmosphere: he 
played to his heart's content with the 
other children of his age to the 
rhythm of Wolol fable-songs. ab­
sorbing his cultural heritage In this 
way: he listened spellbound to the 
legends and tales of marvellous hap• 
penings whose animal characters 
parodied man, his faults and his 
qualities. 

He was brought up in the time• 
honoured way by his mother and 
aunts, until the age of seven or eight. 
when the responsibility for his edu~ 
cation fell to his father and mat­
ernal uncle who initiated him in crafts 
and farming skills, taught him to raise 
animals. build huts, repair tools and. 
above all, to discover and to love 
nature. 

• I knew the names of all the plants 
and how to recognize those thet 
healed and those that killed·, he 
says, · and even here in Parts, I often 
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make herbal tea from African plants 
which are sent to me.· In fact. 
years later his knowledge or agricul­
ture was to astonish many an 
agronomist. 

The only constraint he knew was 
the systematic memory-training. from 
the age of five. which consisted of 
leaming by heart and reciting verses 
from the Moslem Holy Book at the 
Koranlc School. "It is a school of 
humility·, he wrote. "Whatever his 
status or background, the pupil must 
be prepared to render such services 
as fetching wood and water, working 
the land or seeking donations for his 
teacher .. ," 

Between 1928 and 1930, a terrible 
drought hit the Sahel, like the one or 
recent years, in which thousands died 
from starvation. But without radio or 
television, this appalling situation went 
unnoticed In the Western world. 
Even as an adult, Amadou Mahtar 
M'Bow was never to forget what he 
had seen as a boy. He still talks 
about it: • As a child, I lived with 
hunger. I saw men and women die 
for lack or food. For me hunger Is no 
rhetorical expression; one must have 
lived through it to understand Its 
horror,· 

One day. when he was nearly nine, 

"'on a morning in November 1929, I was 
taken by my father, who did not know 
a word of French, to the French 
regional school at Louga. • Wearing 
his long African boubou (he did not 
exchange it for European dress until 
he was seventeen), Amadou Mahtar 
M'Bow spoke only Wolof like most 
Senegalese. He also knew Pula-the 
language of the Peul people-which 
he picked up from his grandmother. 

One wonders whether this Is where 
he became interested in history. Did 
he learn it from a typical French 
history textbook or the time which 
always began, • Our ancestors, the 
Gauls . . . ·7 One thing Is certain, 
Within his own family, his father and 
uncles took it upon themselves to 
teach him another history, in the oral 
tradition, or the feats of his ancestors. 
Louge, where his family lived, had 
been part of the ancient kingdom of 
Cayor where resistance against col• 
oniel penetration had been at Its 
strongest in the 19th century. 

Mr. M'Bow himself has stressed the 
vital importance of this aspect of his 
upbringing, and it explains his later 
deep~rooted need to affirm his identity 
as an African. "Many of us were 
brought up on tales which were a far 
cry from what was taught in the col• 
onlal o, mission schools ... 

At fourteen, he was awarded his 
certificate of ptimary studies. no mean 
feat consfdef'ing that nine out of ten 
African children dropped out of primary 
school. Told that he was too old to 
enter secondary school, he changed 
to a higher primary school, took a 
commercial course and got a Job as 
a clerk In the Governor of Dakar·s 
office. He was already organizing 
a youth movement. 

Then came World War II, He was 
eighteen, thirsty for knowledge and 
eager to light oppression, He joined 
the French Anny as a volunteer. ·1 
felt I had a duty to accomplish as a free 
man... he says. He embarked for 
France, where he later witnessed the 
horrors of war. He does not like to 
talk about this period of his life: 
"I am not a pacifist at any price·, he 
says, '"but to me war Is utterly absurd. 
The next one will mean the end of 
mankind."' 

Alter the deb!cle of 1940. he 
returned to Senegal until the Allied 
Forces landed In North Africa, in 
November 1942, when he again joined 
the French Forces and was assigned 
to the Air Force school at Agadlr, In 
Morocco. He left there at the top of 
his class. and a specialist in electrical ► 
aviation equipment. At the time. he 
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► was the only black sergeant with 
specialized qualifications. 

Demobilized In France ,n 1945, he 
was determined to go on studying. 
But first he had to find a way to get 
Into unNeralty. For two years, working 
alone. he prepared both for his 
Baccalaureat and for the entrance 
examlnaUon to the engineering section 
of the Breguet School of Electrical 
Engineering, In Parle, where he was 
admitted aa a firlt•year student. 

There were then few African students 
in Paris, in the Latin Quarter. Amadou 
Mahtar M'Bow wea no run--of-the-mlli 
student. Ho was convinced that he 
had to fight for the dignity of the 
oppressed, and In particular the dignity 
of the "black peoptea· . alnce they were 
among the moat oppreHed. 

It was during thla post-war period 
that Afrlcena wore dlacoverlng Alme 
Cesaire, of Martinique, who had 
coined the word "n6gritude" and 
brandished It like • flag, long before 
American black• proclaimed ·black Is 
beautiful". At that time, the poet 
Leopold S6dar Senghor. Senegal's 
future head of state, was the most 
listened-to apostle of n,grltuda. Jean­
Paul Sartre was writing a brilliant 
preface to Senghor·s • Anthology of 
Black and Malagasy Poetry· . Another 
Senegalese, Alioune Diop, was de­
fending Pan-Afrlcanism In the magazine 
Pr8sence Altlcalne . .. 

But for an African l1v1ng abroad. In 
France, there were then three pri• 
orities cry;ng fOf' action: first. to 
rediscover Afriee'a true Identity. 
second to rescue Afr1ca·, past from 
colonial disdain, third to proclaim the 
rich cultural heritage of the African 
people. 

Senegal was sorely In need of 
technicians but it wea even more In 
need of people to awaken the African 
conscience. 

So, Mahtar M'Bow decided to return 
to his own cultural l'OOta, though not 
empty-handed and not unprepared. 
Rathel' than become en engineer• 
technocrat. he chose •• e Senegalese. 
to become an African geographer and 
historian. After taking h11 Bacce• 
laureat at the aqe of 26, he entered 
the Sorbonne ·rhere I learnt rigour 
and method". he eaya, apeaklng of his 
Mandst and non.Marxist mentors. 

He quickly established himself In the 
African community oe tin onti•col• 
onlalist student leader. With friends 
he organized a research group seeking 
to reconcile the quest for African 
cultural identity with Marx's prfnclples 
and the anti-Imperialist atruggle. 

In 1948 he became President of the 
Association of African Students In 
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Paris, and In 1950, President then 
Secretary-General of the Federation 
of Block African Students in Franco. 
This organization was to be the well­
spring from which emerged the future 
"Intelligentsia· of all French-speaking 
Africa. I t was here that Mr. M 'Bow 
diScovered the complex realities of 
pressure groups and French political 
and ttade union movements. 

Contrary to what sometimes hap­
pens, his militancy stimulated his 
academic work. He quickly obtained 
his licence degree, and even found 
time to marry • geogrnphy student, 
Raymonde, whom he met et the Sor­
bonne. She was a Haitian, tall and 
beautiful, a diplomat's daughter, and 
a descendant of the Afrfcan slaves 
shipped to the Americas centuries ago. 

Their marriage was the beginning of 
a long and rewarding association: joint 
publlcatlon of many works. and a close 
family life, with three children. 

When he left university, M'Bow was 
offered a teaching job In France, He 
refused and asked to return to his Own 
country. But because of his political 
views, the authorities of French West 
Africa preferred to keep him away 
from the major centres. He was 
appointed to the secondary school at 
Rosso, a small isolated town In Mauri­
tania, then a part of French West 

Fisherman·• boats on one of Senegal's vast Atlantic beachas 
between Dakar and Saint-Louis. 

Africa, ·1 was delighted·. he recalls. 
·1 wanted to make contact w ith Africa 
again and to be w ith African pupils. 
I was just thirty, and the only block 
secondary teacher In the Senegal• 
Mauritania area. It was quite an 
event.· 

This "event · was to last two years. 
A singular spark fired the lessons of 
this young teacher, but his pupils were 
not aware that it came from a man 
rediscovering himself. 

Amadou Mahtar M'Bow did not 
remain unnoticed In isolated Rosso for 
very long. At that time, Unesco·s 
Director-General, Jaime Torres Bod et. 
had proposed the setting up by Unesco 
member countries of •fundamental 
education programmes to combat 
illiteracy. The Rectorate of Dakar 
called on Mr. M 'Bow, because of his 
experience as a teacher and also as 
a Senegalese. to head a new depart­
ment of fundamental education for the 
whole of Senegal. 

Then began a unique period In the 
life of Amadou Mahtar M'Bow, ·no 
doubt the most Inspiring and instruc­
tive of my whole career" , he says. 
This was a far cry from the quiet 
sinecure of a civil servant sitting 
behind his desk, For five exciting 
years. from 1953 to 1957, accompanied 
by a small team of African doctors, 

veterinary personnel. student teachers, 
farming spec·ialists, radio and cinema 
technicians, and sometimes even a c-ar• 
penter and a mason, he travelled by 
truck throughout the country. 

He ate from the calabash pot with 
the villagers. whose llfe he shared for 
two or three months at a time. He 
acquired a unique and detailed know• 
ledge of daily life In the villages of 
Senegal. Under his direction, schools 
were built, health centres opened, 
midwives and nurses trained, agrlcul• 
tural co.operatives installed, chemical 
fertilizers Introduced. Everywhere he 
strove to alleviate Ignorance, disease 
and misery, the afflictions of what was 
already beginning to be cal!ed under­
development. 

The vill~gers were Illiterate. But 
"dignity comes through learning "'. The 
history teacher became a simple pri• 
mary school teacher. Using French 
and local dialect. he devised a 
reading and writing method specially 
adapted to his classes. His pupils, 
of both sexes, were ·aged from 6 to 
60. ·1n Badiana, for the first time, a 
literacy campaign included both men 
and women. The villagers helped to 
finish the Ideographic alphabet; ,t 
was stencilled and roneoed . • . TtL• 
simplicity of the method gave them ► 
confidence. Those who had learned 
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►•tO read well were loudly applauded. 
Evening sessions sometimes went on 
far into the night. . , " 

It is revealing to read the reports 
written by Mr. M'Bow, Chief of Mission, 
after expeditions to places such as 
Badiana, Dembakane, Senoudebou. 
Mangaroungou, or Caya. . . The fifty 
close•written pages are not only a 
sociological study of life in a Sene­
galese village twenty years ago, but 
also, despite the deliberately im­
personal style, an adventure story of 
a handful of men workln9 together to 
br'ing African villagers into the modern 
world. 

Between missions. however, Mahtar 
M'Bow found time to participate 
actively In the politlcal Ille of his 
country. His name became known as 
that of an opposition leader whose 
views commanded respect. f irst he 
was a member of an independent group 
of intellectuals which. In 1955, united 
with the Democratic Coalition, led by 
L6opold Senghor, to later form, with 
the Senegalese Union for Progress. 
the Senegalese People's Coalition. 

In t957. France beaan its decol• 
onization process and Installed Sene­
gal's first semi-autonomous govern­
ment. Mr. M'Bow was appointed the 
first Minister of Education and Culture. 
Once again, he travelled through the 
bush. built additional schools and set 
up the first post primary classes, so 
that more children could go on to 
secondary educ,ation. 

In 1958, General de Gaulle, on 
assuming power, asked the French 
African territories If they would 
agree to form a Community linked to 
France. Some said "Yes·. Others, 
with M'Bow, replied "No", and called 
for Immediate independence. When 
the views of the former prevailed, 
M' Bow, who had resigned to fight his 
campaign, returned to secondary 
teaching, with his wife, at St. Louis, in 
Senegal, at the same Lyc8e Faldherbe 
which had turned him down as a pupil, 

This time, it was as an lnfluentlal 
opposition leader in the African Re­
groupment Movement that he patiently 
took up the S'truggle again, His pro• 
gressive nationalism won him esteem 
abroad. especially when Senegal 
finally gained Independence in 1960. 

He travelled a lot, made many 
contacts, published several books 
aimed at making Africa better known 
to the world at large and also school 
textbooks designed to impress on 
African children the richness and 
diversity of their continent. But he 
remained a teacher at heart. 

The new Africa needed highly quail• 
fied personnel. In many countries, 
Unesco launched the Idea of teacher 

training colleges to train such person­
nel, and M'Bow was called on to teach 
in one of these colleges in Dakar. 

In 1966. Senegal's economy de• 
pended on one crop, the ground.nut. 
An economic crisis loomed; the huge 
port of Dakar stood empty. President 
Senghor asked the opposition to 
collaborate with him. It accepted, 
hoping to implement its own proposed 
reforms from the inside. 

Amadou Mahtar M'Bow once again 
became Minister of Education and with 
Leopold Senghor' s eccord began the 
• Africanization· of the university. He 
himself presided over the commission 
which drew up the first Senegalese 
alphabet based on the phonetic tran• 
scriptton of the six Senegalese 
languages, including Wolof. From 
then on the teacher and the political 
leader in M'Bow we·re to become one. 

When the 1968 wave of student 
revolt In the world hit Dakar, M'Bow 
tried to avoid a head-on confrontation 
and succeeded in keeping the dis.• 
cussion open with the student body 
whose motives he fully understood. 
Following this he was made Minister 
of Youth and Culture, a post he held 
until 1970. when in a cabinet reshuffle 
he again left the Government. 

By that time he had come to be 
known as • elder brothel'· by 

meny of his fellow Africans. In 1966 
and again in 1968 he headed the 
Senegal Delegations to two Unesco 
General Conferences. Since 1966 he 
had been a member of Unesco·s 
Executive Board. He also became 
chairman of the African group of 
Unesco's Member States and of the 
group of 77 countries representing the 
Third World. 

In November 1970, Unesco's Dlrec• 
tor-General. Rene Maheu, offered him 
the key post of Assistant Director­
General in charge of Education. 

This post, calling for administrative 
and diplomatic qualities, permitted 
Mr. M'Bow to gain a detailed know­
ledge of the educational developments 
in every part of the world. 

At Unesco·s Paris headquarters and 
• in the field., M'Bow's tall, well-built 
figure soon became a familiar sight. 
He was known for his frank, open 
manner. his simple and direct method 
of speaking. Possessed of a phenom­
enal memory, he spoke with an 
assurance that comes from knowing 
every detail of a project. He came to 
be recognized as the man who 
preferred to settle questions rapidly by 
direct personal contact rather than 

through red tape or lengthy bureau­
cratic procedures. 

He owes to his African village back­
ground and long experience a feeling 
for conciliation invaluable for solving 
harmonlousiy the thorniest problems. 
·we have never seen him lose his 
temper·, say his colleagues. ·but while 
he readily shows confidence in others, 
woe betide anyone who lets him 
down." 

Now a vigorous 53. with a capacity 
for work that astonishes everyone. 
Amedou Mahtar M'8ow has no illusions 
about the Job ahead. He knows It 
will be tough, but he also knows 
how much Unesco can do to help 
countries free themse'.ves from lgnor• 
ance and poverty. Knowing Unesco 
well and believing wholeheartedly in 
its objectives, he Intends to infuse It 
with fresh vigour and give it a new style. 

·1 shouid be delighted indeed to 
listen-as we do under the baobab 
tree in Africa-to all points of view and 
to find a solution acceptable to all ... ". 
he says. • 1 am a llttle wary of a 
universalistic humanism which often 
masks Eurocentrism. I prefer plural• 
ism. which accepts the distinctive 
identity of each people. I was brought 
up to accept differences in a spirit of 
tolerance. I am the brother of every 
human being, whatever his or her race. 
whatever his or her belief, and 
wherever he or she may live. This is 
the first stepping stone for building 
true solidarity between all peoples. 

With Rene Maheu, Unesco's fotmer 
Director -General, a whole generation 
of the early pioneers of the Organ­
ization is d isappeal'ing. They were 
dedicated men and women who often 
came from the Western world. With 
Amadou Mahtar M'Bow. a black 
African who stands at the cross-roads 
of several civilizations and rejects 
neither his past under a colonial 
,eglme nor his European university 
background. a new generation of men 
and women is emerging in the train 
no doubt of the present acceleration 
of history. 

The path that led the country boy 
from the African Sahel to head one 
of the most Important organizations of 
the United Nations system perhaps 
marks a turning point in the emergence 
of this other world, long oppressed, 
despised or disregarded-the world of 
the disinherited peoples. ·1 feel that 
I am today the symbol of these 
peoples·. Amadou Mahtar M'Sow said 
on taking office. on November 15, 1974. 
In choosing him as Director-General 
for si x years, Unesco has entered the 
21 st century. 



9

Election of Amadou Mahtar M'Bow. 1974

© UNESCO/ Dominique Roger

Amadou Mahtar M’Bow - A profile of the sixth Director-General of UNESCO ( February 1975)  |



10  |  The UNESCO Courier • Special issue • November 2024

years a ter 



1130 years after World War II ( November 1975)  |

wor 
-Thirty years ago, in 1945, the Second 

World War-Ille most destructive and 
murderous conflict in history-came to 
an end. This event has been solemnly 
commemorated by Unesco and by many 
countries throughout the world. 
Unesco's Executive Board, meeting in 
Paris in May, marked the occasion with 
a special ceremony, and last month 
(October) Unesco organized an 
international forum on the subject in 
Warsaw with the Polish National 
Commission for Unesco. Other events to 
mark the occasion at Unesco's 
Headquarters in Paris included 
a series of films on the Second 
World War, as well as various photo 
and poster exhibitions. 
With this issue, the Unesco Courier also 
wishes to mark the 30th anniversary of 
the end of the Second World War. Our 
number is divided into three parts as 
follows: (1) salient passages from 
declarations by international figures at 
the special session of Unesco·s 
Executive Board; (2) the creation of the 
United Nations in 1945, immediately 
following the end of the war, with a 
survey of its problems and actions; (3) 
the threat to the world posed by the 
proliferation of nuclear weapons. 

war 
Amadou Mahtar M'Bow 
Director-General of Unesco 

THE commemoration of the end of 
the Second World War rekindles 

In the hearts and minds of all those 
who. like myself, were directly involved 
In that g lobal tragedy, a feeling of 
indescribable h0r'r'0r' at a slaughter of 
unprecedented cruelty and magnitude. 

During the six years that the war 
lasted. more than 50 million persons­
men, women and children from almost 
every country, civilians as well as non• 
civilians--died Jn battle. from bombing 
raids, In concentration camps, or from 
other causes directly resulting from 
the war. And to this tragic loss of 
human life one must add the devas­
tation of entire areas, the obliteration 
of cities. and the destrucUon of works 
representing centuries of creative 
effort. 

Cruelly destructive and waged at 
the cost of untold sacrifices. the war 
ended nevertheless on a note of hope 
and confidence in mankind, with the 
victory of those who had fought for 
freedom against those who sought to 
impose on the rest of the wol'ld by 
force of arms a tyranny based on 
injustice. racialism and violence raised 
to the status of law. 

The end of hostilities 30 years ago 
marked the defeat of a doctrine of evil, 
and It Is understandable that the first 
concern of leaders facing the Immense 
task of reconstruction was to try by 
every possible means to prevent such 
a tragedy from ever happening again. 

Out of this determination. and as 
soon as the war ended, the United 
Nations system was bom, and with it 
Unesco, In a surge of enthusiasm 
which is reflected in the entire Unesco 
Constitution. It Is because Unesco 
was conceived by its founders as one 
of mankind's bastions against barbar­
ism that the essential mission assigned 
to the Organization is to contribute to 
the maintenance of peace--e true 
peace which can only be assured by 
the intellectual and moral solidarity 
of mankind. 

The Second World War was brought 
abo• t by the denial of the democratic 
principles that Imply respect for the 
Individual and by the propagation 
through ignorance and prejudice of a 
doctrine of Inequality between races 
and men. When the conflict ended it 
was clear that Unesco's role should 
be to help to secure universal respect 
for justice, for the rule of law, and 
for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms for all. without distinction of 
race, sex, language or religion. 

This was the principal concern of 
Unesco' s founders, whose Ideas may 
be considered as the inspiration of all 
the Organization's efforts, however 
modest. 

But every anniversary ts also an 
occasion for self-examination, and 
today we should ask ourselves whether 
those forces which plunged much of 
the world into chaos 30 years ago have 
really been neutralized and whether 
the moral commitments which the inter­
national community made to mankind 
immediately after the war have really 
been fulfilled. We must ask these 
questions out of respect for the victims 
of the Second World War and as a 
minimum measure of our Vtgilance. 

The last 30 years have seen a 
constant strengthening of the con­
science of the International community. 
I am thinking particularly of the upward 
struggle of peoples and the work of the 
United Nations system, and certain 
major trends of contemporary history, 
Including the one which led to the 
emancipation of many countries from 
colonial domination. All these have 
paved the way for a more Just and 
more fraternal order on our planet. 

But a single glance at the world of 
1975 reveals many causes for anxiety. 
Armed conflicts have not been 
eradicated (one of the cruellest wars 
has just ended after devastating a tiny 
country to, 30 years and claiming 
millions of victims) nor have threats of 
war: nor the most flagrant violations 
of human rights (not Infrequently ► 
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re~emergence of racialism or the 
resurgence of authoritarianism). Nor 
have we seen the end of the unjust 
division of wealth among nations and, 
in many cases. within nations them• 
selves. 

The balance of forces has shifted 
from the industrialized countries to the 
poorer countries. This proves that 
there are no longer any so.called 
·minor· peoples and that all peoples 
now aspire to respect for their freedom 
and dignity. To stifle their aspirations 
would be to negate the full meaning of 
the vlctoty won 30 years ago. 

But even In the industrialized 
countties. the arms race. embarked on 
in the perhaps illusory hope of 
guaranteeing security through what has 
been called the ·balance of terror'', Is 
impeding progress in other fields far 
more beneficial for mankind and may, 

if catried to exttemes, lead to the very 
perversion of science diverted for 
destructtve purposes. 

The Second World War and the 
period which preceded It can teach us 
an Important lesson, which is that 
peace can only be founded on justice 
and that international co-operation. 
which Is more necessary than ever 
today, must now enter a new and more 
dynamic stage. Only in this way can 
mankind hope to avert the threat of 
global upheaval such as the one that 
rent the world apart from 1939 to 1945, 
and avert the possibility of an even 
greater catastrophe that would annihil­
ate the whole human race. 

This new path of lnternatfonal co­
operation to presetve peace is the one 
that the United Nations and all its 
agencies have embarked upon with 
increased vigour, whether It be to 
promote human rights as they have 

always tried to do In the past, or to 
attack the root causes of some of the 
most serious and dangerous in­
equalities amongst men through recent 
action to establish a new international 
economic and social ordet, 

Unesco must redouble i ts efforts to 
serve the cause of peace In all spheres 
of Its competence, and it can do this 
particularly by helping to construct the 
defences of peace in the minds of men. 
As an organization concerned with the 
world of the human spirit and the 
human mind and Invested with the 
global authority which Its vi rtual uni­
versality has conferred upon it. Unesco 
can. I am convinced, contribute Increas­
ingly to the practical fulflllment of 
human rights and, if its Member States 
overcome their differences, it will one 
day come to be recognized by all 
mankind as a spiritual fornm embodying 
the conscience of the world. 
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Mr M’BOW in his office

Interview with the European Economic Community.

© UNESCO / R. Lesage

30 years after World War II ( November 1975)  |
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UNESCO 
and the world outlook 
for tomorrow 
b y Amadou-Mahtar M 'Bow 
Director-General of Unesco 

In t he article below, Unesco's Director- General, Amadou­
Mahtar M'Bow, examines Unesco's role in the world today 
and t he outlook for tomorrow. His text serves as an 
introduction to the findings of an international adviso ry 
panel (see page 26) set up last year by Mr. M'Bow to 
survey the major problems of the world in the light 
of U nesco's fields of interest and the new international 
economic order. 

T HE present situation in the 
world and the outlook for the 

last quarter of the 20th century 
seem to me to &how that Unesco. as 
it attains its 30th year. has just as 
important a mission to fulfil as when 
It was founded at the end of the 
Second World War. 

Unesco's original and essential 
function. which ultimately is an ethical 
one. Is still In fact to contribute to 
peace by promoting International co­
operation in education. science, cul­
ture and communication, 

The dangers to which world peace 
Is exposed are in evidence every day. 
But we know, too, that there are other 
threats, in some cases resulting from 
the very powers which science and 
technology have given to mankind: 
natural resources are being exploi­
ted without order or control, our envl• 
ronment is deteriotating, the Inequali­
t ies between countries or groups of 
countries, and indeed w ithin certain 
countries, are becoming intolerabl e, 
and misunderstandings between cul• 
tures are deepening despite. or per• 
haps even because of, the rising flood 
of information, which sometimes looks 
as if It is going to submerge us. 

I am therefore convinced that. to 
ward off these dangers, It is essential 
to engage in a joint. world-wide effort 
of reflection on where our civilizations 
are heading. 

Unesco has a duty to take part In 
this reflection In depth, which should 
be Its foremost obllgatlon. Unesco·s 
partlculal' vocation as an International 
organl z.atlon Is to be a forum for those 

who serve science or education, cultUl'e 
of communication. Here they can 
examine the gl'eat problems of our 
time in the light of different approaches 
Ol'iginating in many parts of the world. 
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The distinctive Y-shaped 
Secretariat building of 
Une1co'1 headqu,rtlt$ 
(circled) it clearly vlsibl1 In 
this helicopter view of part of 
Ptris's left Bank. Photo was 
taken from almost directly 
above the Eiffel Tower. 
(bottom). 
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exchanging, supplementing and con­
solidating their viewpoints. 

In emphasizing Unesco's rOle in 
international intellectual co--operaUon 
I do not feel that I am singling out 
an aspect of the Organization's mis.­
sion which is basically different from 
its work to promote developmenl 

There Is, of course, often a tendency 
to draw a distinction between these 
two aspects of Unesco's work. It Is 
pointed out that during its early years, 
when its members belonged mostly to 
the industrially developed wotld in the 
northern hemisphere, Unesco was 
chiefly concerned with promoting In­
tellectual co-operation, whereas later, 
as new States which had recently be­
come independent joined the Organi­
zation, it turned to concfete action to 
assist development. 

These two forms of action must be 
complementary, however, for apart 
from the need to base action for dev­
elopment on sound knowledge and 
skills--which Unesco can secure from 
the international community only if it 
Is a livety centre for carrying out 
studies and pooling Ideas-the actual 
work Involved In promoting develop­
ment affords opportunities for lntellec• 
tual and cultural exchanges, so that 
eventually no fundamental diffefence 
between intellectual co-operation and 
operational action can be clearly dis• 
cerned. 

But above all, I am convinced that 
the problem of development Is lnsep .. 
arable from a whole complex of matters 
considered as relating to intellectual 
life. We cannot accept the picture, 
inspired by a fac-lle idealism, of 
Unesc-0 on the one hand devoting 
some of its efforts to scientific and 
cultural co-operation and the world of 
Ideas, In the hope that such co-oper• 
atlon will further the spirit of peace In 
the world, and on the other addressing 

Itself to the task of Improving the 
situation of the least prtvileged. 

The distinguishing feature of the 
world today seems to me, on the 
contrary, to be the close lnterdepen• 
dence between all Its parts, all the 
regions composing It, all the human 
groups living In It. Development IS 
therefore not a problem peculiar to a 
certain numbe,. of countries. It Is a 
world problem. because Its significance 
Is something involving a global com­
plex of relationships and mechanisms, 
e certain kind of orde,. Of disorder. 

It Is a concept eppliceble alike to 
the prospects of the Industrialized 
countries, wondering about the future 
of their growth and Its effects on llvlng 
conditions. and to the longing for a 
better life In the countries of the Third 
World. 

it Is a unifying concept in the 
domain of theory, even though It may 
cover the most serious disparities 
between human groups and between 
individuals, and as such, more than 
any other, It lmpllcJtly calls for human 
solidarity, that soiidaMty whose ab­
solute necessity I stressed on taking 
office as Dlrector-Generel of Unesco. 
pointing out that It presupposes not 
onfy the acceptance of differences 
between individuals and between 
cultures but elso concerted efforts to 
achieve justice and progress fo,. all. 

I have dwelt on the question of 
development In this way partly no 
doubt because it Is central to our 
preoccupations, but also because It 
appears to me to provide an excellent 
illustration of some of the major 
problems affecUng the future of 
mankind and necessitating a concerted 
approach on the part of the inter• 
national community if they are to be 
solved. 
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During a ceremony which took place 
on 10 January 1977 at the Acropolis 
in Athens. Mr Amadou-Mahtar M'Bow, 
Director-General of Unesco. (below. 
with Mr Constantine Trypanis, Greek 
Minister of Culture and the Sciences), 
launched an appeal for an international 
c.ampaign to save the monuments of 
the historic Acropolis site which have 
seriously deteriorated in the past few 
years. We publish here the text 
of the appeal. 
The Greek government has already taken 
important measures to help preserve 
the threatened buildings and statues. 
Castings have been made of the 
Caryatids. for instance, with a view 
to removing them to a national museum 
until a solution can be found for the 
problem of stone disease. 
In addition to damage from water 
and frost, from the rusting of metal 
construction frames, from erosion 
and from the consequences of intensive 
tourism. the Acropolis is now suffering 
from the terrible effects of atmospheric 
pollution on stone. 

The magnitude, complexity and urgency 
of the problem has led to the drawing 
up, at the request of the Greek 
authorities and in collaboration with 
them, of a plan of action to be carried 
out within the framework of an 
international campaign approved by the 
Unesco General Conference at its 
last session in Nairobi {Kenya) in 
October-November 1976. The goal 
is to preserve a great cultural heritage 
which. although essentially Greek, is 
nevertheless the concern of all mankind. 

According to joint Greek-Unesco 
estimates the operation will cost 
~ 15 million and take between five 
and ten years to complete. 

The "Unesco Courier" intends to devote 
a future issue to the history of the 
Acropolis and the problems posed 
by its preservation. 

■ TO enab/(J TB8dBrS to rBspond to this appeal 
we publish on page 34 details of how and 
where to send contributions. 

THE ACROPOLIS IN DANGER 
An appeal by the Director-General 

of Unesco 
Amadou-Mahtar M'Bow 

-.. . -~ - ...-:. ... 

The Acropolis is in danger ... 
After resisting the onslaughts of weather and 

human assailants for 2.400 years. this magnificent 
monument. on which lctinos and Phidias left the 
imprint of their genius. is threatened with destruction 
as a result of the damage which industrial civiliza­
tion has increasingly inflicted on it for a number of 
years past. 

So far. thanks to the restoration work carried out 
since the 19th century by the Greek Department of 
Archaeology, supplemented more recently by special 
conservation measures. the three million or so visitors 
who now throng to the Acropolis each year have still 
been able to admire. in the splendour of the incompa­
rable Attic light, the glorious testimony to that excel­
lence which characterized the Golden Age of Pericles 
and which has remained. throughout the centuries. 
for so many countries of the world. a unique source 
of inspiration in the field of art and thought. 

Today. however. the dilapidation has reached such 
proportions that the temples, sculptures and foun­
dations can no longer be preserved unless a vast 
and complex programme· of conservation work is 
put in hand without delay. From the technical and 
scientific point of view. this calls for detailed studies. 
for which it would be difficult for the Greek Govern• 
ment to accept sole responsibility, despite all it is 
doing already. 

Some of the damage is caused by water seeping 
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into the cracks and by frost. Elsewhere, the marble 
is splitting because of the rusting of the iron bars 
and ties used in the past to keep the stones safely 
in position. Steps, pavements and rock are being 
worn away by the feet of countless visitors. But 
to all this has been added another cause of damage, 
far more serious even than these. This is atmo­
spheric pollution, the price we pay for industrial 
progress, which is causing the rapid deterioration of 
the stone by the action of factory gases and smoke 
from domestic hearths. 

Until such time as a suitable zone of purified air 
can be established round the Acropolis, simultaneous 
action is needed so that on-the-spot protection can 
be provided for whatever sculptures can be so pre­
served, so that the remainder can be removed and 
transferred to the Acropolis Museum, being replaced 
for the time being with plaster-casts, and so that 
rusting trusses can be replaced w ith a non-rusting 
alloy. improved paths and intersections provided in 
order to channel the flow of visitors, and the rock 
strengthened where landslides and subsidence occur. 
and the necessary restoration work put in hand 
wherever this is possible. 

The work needing to be done is, by its very extent. 
a challenge to the international community which 
cannot accept with resignation the catastrophe 
threatening the Parthenon, the Erechtheum and its 
caryatids, the Propylaea and the temple of Athena 
Nike. For this reason, and in response to the 

appeal made to it by the Greek Government. the 
General Conference of Unesco, at its nineteenth 
session recently held in Nairobi. by acclamation 
declared itself in favour of a world-wide campaign. 
to be conducted under the Organization's auspices. 
to rally public and private support with a view to 
safeguarding the Acropolis. 

Unesco, whose Constitution lays upon it respon­
sibility for the conservation and protection of the 
world's inheritance of works of art and monuments 
of history and science, is thus called upon to encou­
rage the international community to make common 
cause in order to save cultural treasures which, 
although they belong to the heritage of Greece. are 
also part of the shared inheritance of mankind. In 
doing this, its intention is, by publicizing needs, 
co-ordinating offers of help, soliciting external contri· 
butions and seeing that they are ,:nade available as 
and when most effective. in agreement with the 
Greek authorities, according to needs and possibi­
lities, to support the work of the many friends of 
Greece throughout \he world who are ready to pro­
vide direct assistance and co-operation. 

This is why I am launching here a solemn appeal 
to the conscience of the world so that the Acropolis 
may be saved, just as my .predecessors appealed for 
the monuments of Nubia in Upper Egypt. for Venice. 
for the temple of Borobudur in Indonesia, for the 
archaeological site at Mohenjodaro in Pakistan. and ► 
for Carthage in Tunisia . 
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► In the name of the United Nations Educational. 
Scientific and Cultural Organization. I invite govern­
ments. the National Commissions for Unesco, public 
and private institutions and the general public in the 
Organization's 141 Member States to be generous 
in providing the assistance, whether money, equip­
ment or services. needed to carry out the great task 
on which the Greek Government has embarked. 
Though the resources with which it has done so are 
considerable, they are insufficient to complete a 
project which will necessarily last several years. 

I invite the intergovernmental organizations of all 
continents. and in particular those of Europe, as 
well as all foundations whose activities contribute 
to cultural progress, to join in the immense task 
which the Greek Government is undertaking in co­
operation with Unesco. 

I invite the international specialist organizations 
which participate with Unesco in safeguarding 
mankind's cultural heritage. such as the Interna­
tional _Centre for the Study of the Preservation and 
Restoration of Cultural Property, the International 
Council of Monuments and Sites and the lnterna• 
tional Council of Museums. to support the activities 
undertaken as part of the world campaign and to 
encourage further steps to the same end. 

I invite museums, art galleries. libraries and 
theatres, in which the resplendent genius of Athens 
is reflected, to arrange exhibitions, performances and 
displays devoted to safeguarding the Acropolis, the 
proceeds being paid into the funds set up in Member 
States or the International Fund established by 
Unesco. 

I invite artists, writers. cnt,cs, historians and 
composers the well-springs of whose work are in 
Ancient Greece. and all those whose task is to pro­
vide information, such as newspapermen. columnists, 
press. radio and television journalists and film­
makers. to assist us with their knowledge and their 
talents in arousing the support of the general public 
in all countries. 

I also invite schoolchildren, students and teachers 
in all schools and universities to organize collections, 
especially in conjunction with the National Com­
missions for Unesco in their countries. The pro­
ceeds from these collections will go towards preser­
ving the crowning glory of a civilization to which art. 
science and philosophy. even in our modern world. 
still owe an immense debt of gratitude. 

Finally. I invite all those millions of people who 
have already visited or who intend to visit Athens. 
as well as those who perhaps will never have that 
opportunity but who sense clearly, whatever the 
cultural area to which they belong, that the treasures 
of the Acropolis testify in the highest degree to the 
creative genius of man, to make a contribution, 
however modest, which will enable them to give 
a little of themselves to the collective effort. 

I do not doubt that mankind will once more rise 
to the need and prove equal to the task of saving 
its heritage, and that in this way, over and above 
the diversity of ideologies and systems. further 
progress will be made in realizing that spiritual unity 
sought by the nations of our world, in their growing 
awareness of interdependence and a common 
destiny and their desire to establish a new order 
founded on the brotherhood of their peoples. 

■ Amad04.l•Mahtar M'Bow 
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Nairobi, 29 October 1976. Amadou-Mahtar M’Bow receives the title 
of Doctor Honoris Causa from the University of Nairobi. 

The Acropolis in danger (February 1977)  |



20  |  The UNESCO Courier • Special issue • November 2024

The will 
by Amadou-Mahtar M'Bow 
Director-General of Un&seo 

S
INCE 1945 the disaster of a third world war has been 
avoided; but at what price has this been achieved? 
For how many days have the guns been silent 

throughout the world? Although the field of conflict has 
shifted towards the poor countries, children, whose lives 
are no less precious than anyone else's are still dying as a 
result of war. 

Yet the nations, that in this twentieth century alone have 
sacrificed more than 100 million human beings on the altars 
of war. continue, as if caught up in the gears of a runaway 
machine, to dissipate a vast proportion of their genius, of 
their energy. of their resources, on the manufacture of 
lethal weapons, ever more sophisticated and devastating. 
To these nations, the question of disarmament represents 
an unavoidable challenge. 

If we take up this challenge, not only will mankind be 
delivered from the menace of a hecatomb without prece• 
dent but it will also acquire the means to win the struggle 
against poverty, sickness, ignorance and the other afflic• 
tions which beset so many peoples. 

If only a proportion of the material and human resources 
devoted to preparation for war were assigned to the cause 
of development, it would suffice to change the face of the 
earth, lessen the widening gulf between rich and poor coun· 
tries, and reduce the areas of poverty which continue to ex­
ist jn many industrialized countries. A great number of 
essential activities, in the fields of nutrition, health, literacy, 
the development of education, the training of scientific and 
technological personnel, the establishment of research cen­
tres, cultural development, and the safeguarding of the en• 
vironment, are curbed or even blocked, solely for lack of 
material resources. This in turn aggravates inequalities, and 
brings about new situations of tension. 

And so in addition to the development of nuclear 
weapons we have the armaments race in so-called conven-
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for peace 
tional weapons, which extends to the smallest and poorest 
States. Thriving on injustice, and representing a further 
manifestation of selfishness in the world today, this race, in 
turn, brings into being terrifying world-wide interests linked 
to arms industries, multiplies the risk of a world conflagra­
tion, and provides fuel for the flames of conflict. 

The arms race is not only fraught with the most terrible 
danger to human life; it also determines investment choices 
and sets a premium on economic structures which, having 
become essential to the life of nations, subsequently make 
it all the more difficult to carry out the conversion of the 
arms industry to non•military activities. 

The countries whose high level of development enables 
them to influence the crippling economic and social process 
of the arms build-up have a special responsibility towards 
the international community and to the small and medium 
States which at present can do no more than submit to 
decisions which have been taken elsewhere, even though 
they involve their future. 

For Unesco, the essential task is the creation of a growing 
movement of world public opinion which is conducive to 
disarmament and peaceful co-operation. One of our essen­
tial objectives should be to work towards the inclusion of 
education on disarmament in courses, not only at school 
and university, but wherever knowledge or skills are ac• 
quired . 

What has to be done, above all, is to ensure that the 
burden implied by any war and the enormous benefits of 
peace are better understood so that public opinion can 
throw its full weight into the balance and can support 
governments in the movement towards disarmament. 

We have to persuade and convince and appeal to reason 
and common sense, but we also have to call on people's 
generosity and a clea~y realized sense of solidarity that 
stands to benefit one and all. It is a long drawn-out, difficult 
and at times unrewarding combat, for guns have to be 
silenced by ideas, but it is a combat on which all the world's 
hopes are staked. ■ 
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The General History 
of Africa 

by Amadou-Mahtar M'Bow 
Director-General of Unesco 

T HE face of Africa ha-1 long been concealed from 
the wortd by myths and prejudlc91 of all kinds. 
African aoclatlee ware regarded as eocletJea 

without a history; in spite of major 1tudln produced In 
the early decades of thl1 century by such plon&era as Leo 
Frobeniua, Maurice Delafoue and Arturo Labriola, many 
non•Afrlcan acholare. wedded to preconceptions rooted in 
their own background, maintained that such 1ocletJe1 
could not be studied sclentlflcally because sources and 
written documantt were lacking. This amounted to a 
refuul to see African-1 a, the creators of orlglnel cultures 
which blouomed and perpetuated themselves for 
centuries In dlstJnctlve wave of their own which historians 
can only grasp by adopting new methoda. 

Furthermore, the African continent was virtually never 
considered as a hlstorlcal entity. On the contrary. stresa 
was Jald on everything which might give credence to the 
idea of a division. since time lmmemorMII, between a 
"white Africa" and a "black Africa", each Ignorant of the 
other. The Sahara was often presented aa an Impenetrable 
expan&e which completety prevented any mixing of ethnic 
group• and JMI0ptes. any exchange of goods, beliefs. 
cu1toms and ldNS between the societies .. tabllahed on 
each side of the desert. lmpaaaable frontiers were traced 
between the civilizations of ancient Egypt, of Nubla, and 
t.ho1e of the peoples living south of the Sahara. 

Today It Is generelty recognized that the crYilizationa of 
the African -continent, through the variety of their 
languages and cultures. form. to varying degrees. the 
historic.al contours of an enaembJa of peoples and 
societies united by lfnka stretching back for centurlee. 

Another ptt.nomenon which has had a dalatarlous 
effect on the objac1tve etudy of the African past le the 
existence of raclal stereotype,. which appeared with the 
slave trade and colonization, bred contempt end 
Incomprehension, and became so deeply rooted that they 
actually JMINerted the conceptual basla of hlatorlography. 
From the moment when the notions of "whites" and 
" blacks" were adapted to 1erve a, generic descriptlona of 
the m■1ters and the dominated peoplea reapactively, 
African, had to struggle against a dual enslavement, 
economic and psychological. 

Identifiable by the pigmentation of hit 1kln. earmarked 
for Jabour In mines and plantations. on. commodity 
among ottwtrs. the African came to symboU:ze In the minds 
of his opprHaora an imaginary racial alntraction,, falsely 
infuted with the notion of Inferiority, which was 
categorized a, negro. Thls spurfout proc8fl of 
ldentJflcatlon reduced the history of the African people, to 
the status of an ethno-hl1tory in which any appreclatlon of 
their cuttur .. wa, bound to be distorted. As for the Image 
of themselvN which the colonJiera gave to the African,, 
need It be aald that all too often, alas, this wa, no more 
than a caricature of the civlUzations whose values they 
were suppo1ed to embody? 

The 1ituatlon has changed radlcalty, especially alnce the 
African countrlas have achieved Independence and now 
actively participate In the life of the International 
community and the mutual exchangN which It exl1ta to 
promote. In exerci1ing their right to take the Initiative 
where their own hlttory la concerned, the Africans 

themselvet are profoundly aware of the need to re-­
establish on firm foundadons the hlstorfcal nature of their 
aocledea. 

Herein llet the Importance of the eight-volume Gem,raf 
History of Afrlcll, upon whose publication Uneaco It now 
embarking. 

The specialitts from many countrle1 who have 
participated In this work decided to begin by defining Its 
theoretical and methodological basi.. They have 
scrupulously re-examined the unju,tified simplifications 
originating from a rutrfcttva, linear conc.pdon of hlttory. 
and, whenever necessary and poselble, have revised 
accepted po.ltlons so a, to present the facts In their true 
light, They have made every effort to bring Into focus the 
hittorical data through which It ia poaalble to comprehend 
the development of the different African people, in their 
specific soc'81 and cultural contexts. 

Work on thlt lmmen&e task, made even more complex 
and arduoua by the diversity of 1ource1 and the dispersion 
of documents, wa, undertaken by UnNco In three atagea. 
The flrtt (1966-1969) consisted of work on documentation 
and planning: the collection of oral and unpublished 
written sourc-u ln the field; the preparation of a Guith, to 
th• Sourct1s of thtl History of Africa baaed on an Inventory 
of the archives of European countrie1; meetings of expert, 
to dlscuse queationa of methodology and to trace the 
broad outUnes of the project. During the second stage 
(1989-19711 lntematlonal meetings of experts held In Paris 
(1969) and Addis Abeba (1970) confirmed the 
lmerdlsclpllnary character of the method chosen. The third 
phase is that of the drsftlng and publlcatlon of the work, 
under the Intellectual responaibllity of a 39-member 
lntematlonal Sclendflc Committee, two-third• of who&e 
members are African,. 

The Gent1ral Hlsto,y of Africa throws a new and original 
Ught on the continent', past, considered aa a totality. 
because Its authors have avoided the pitfalll of 
dogmati1m In tackling such fundamental questions aa the 
1'8ve trade, which wa1 ratpon1lble for one of the cruellest 
deportation, In the hlttory of mankind and emptied the 
continent of part of Its lifeblood; colonization and all Its 
con1equence1; the relation-1 between Africa 1outh of the 
Sahara and the Arab world; the process of decolonization 
and the accession to independence of the new African 
StatH. The Gem,111/ Hl$tory bringe Into focus both Africa's 
hi-ttorical unity and lf:a relatfona with the other contln.nta, 
notably with the America, and the Caribbean lsland.s, 
where the African heritage has Jaft its Imprint on way, of 
feeling. thinking, Imagining and acting, and where the 
dncendants of Africans have activety contributed to the 
fuhlonlng of national ldentltle1. 

I am convinced that the whole sense and thnat of the 
future draws Its force from an Intensely felt conacloutneas 
of hl1tory. faithfully transmitted from generation to 
generation through education. In Africa. as elsewhere, this 
conaciousne11 la one of the essential conditions of the 
independence, development and affirmation of peoples. 
Unesco Is thus serving the entire international community 
by helping to make known and by restoring to its proper 
perspective Africa's contribution to human progreu. 
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Meeting the 

ENERGY has always bttn a fac1or of fundame,uat imponance 
in 1he life of human societies. All ac1i\·i1y en1ails the expen­
diture of energy and hence, from 1hc draugh1 animal 10 

nuc1ear fission, 1he h istory of energy merges with 1he history of 
mankind, in whose p.auern i1 i.s in many respects one of thc guiding 
threads. Tht produc1ion of energy down the ages has followed the 
development of scientific thought. and the forms of energy available 
and th-e manner of their use have of1en had a diret.:1 inOucncc on the 
nature of society. In 01her words energ)' mus1 be considered, in a 
historical perspecti"c. in thc light of cuhurc in its broadest sense. 

Thus in 1hc nine1cemh ccniury 1hc massive use of coal. coupled 
wi1h the inve1uion of 1hc s1cam engine and progress in chemis1ry and 
stttl manufatlUring, made Possible 1hc firs1 industrial ,evolution 
which transformed the csscniiall)' agrarian societies of Europe and 
then ."'-mcrica. Likewise. the discover)' of electricity and its hos1 of 
uses, whether for ligh1ing, mechaniza1ion. or communica1ion, have 
made a d«p impact on the lives or men and women of ever)' con1i­
ncn1 and have fos1erOO 1he crea1ion and grow1h of 1he world's great 
cities. In the l\~en1ie1h century 1he exploitation at an increasingly 
rapid rate of the other fO!>Sil fuels, o il and natural gas, has. along 
\\ith the dcvclopmcn1 of hydro-electric- J)Ower and nuclear e11ergy. 
enabled the indusirializcd societies 10 pursue the momen1ous 
changes which have given bir1h 10 1he modern world, with i1s hopes 
and contradictions. 

If energy problems arc today so acu1e at the international level as 
10 justify the holding of a United Nations Conferen~ on New and 
Renewable Energy Sources, 1hi.s is because it no longer s«ms possi­
ble 10 satisfy the world's cons1antly mounting energy ne«l.s by <.·onti­
nuing to exploi1, exacd)' as before. 100 limi1ed a range of energy 
re .. ources. The international communit>' is 1hus confron1cd wi1h 1he 
challenge of making fonhwi1h those smictural changes-economic, 
social and technological-which art' required by 1he uansi1ion to 
new energy sources. 

In fact, as this issue of the Unesco Courier makes clear, given the 
circumstances of produc1io1\ and living conditions which curren1ly 
prevail in a number o f countries, no single energ)' sourcc c-an con• 
tinue to mee1 all energ)' needs over a very long period: 11or are 1herc 
new sources capable of taking over fully from those which now exis1. 
Such is the ou1come ofa world situalion whic:h has been characteriz­
ed for 100 long by the intensive cxploiiation. for economic reasons 
related, for insiance, to underpaymenl for energy. of non-renewable 
sources such as oil over \\hich 1herc hangs the threat of evt"mual ex­
haustion. The s1ud)' of ahcrna1ive solu1ions should aim 10 increase 
energy production but it must also siwatc this endeavour within a 
\\ ider context. It no longer s«ms possib le 10 envisage the fu1urc 
\\i1hou1 1aking into cons.ideration total world energy consumption. 
1oge1hcr "ith 1he need for changes in the cnergy«onomy asa whole, 
with all 1he co1tsequences \,hich \\ill ensue for the environment and 
for socicl)'. 

Such a proj('(t concerns all countries, whether indus1riali:tcd o r 
dc\'cloping. It i.s true 1ha1 the problems it raises will differ from o ne 
nation co ano1her. but it is in 1he imerest of 1hcm all 1ha1 the transi­
iion should take place smoothl)'. as pan of a concerted dfon. Par-
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energy challenge 

tic-ularly imponam is lhe 1apping of new, less cosily energy sources 
,, hic:h can be exploi1ed almost e,cr)",' here, For 1he developing coun• 
tries the problem is of v-ital importance. The increasing.I)' unequal 
situation in which they find tht'ms.elves today means 1hat their 
chances of mobilizing the ntcessary financial rtSOurces are slight. 
Consequently tht'y musi find new rcsourcc-s, but abo,,.c all 1ht)' mus! 
have acce~ . noiably 1hrough a be-tier now of information, to 1hc 
knowledge and 1e<:hniques "hose master)' is indispensable t0 their 
progress. For this 10 come abou1, these coumrics n«-<I co join in 
world decision-making a.s full and righ1ful parmers. The transition 
10 diversified coergy sources is in latgc measure linked to the scuing 
up of 11ew rules aod new mechani5ms designed to alleviate 1he 
1e,,sions of the world econom)' and 10 bring into bein& a more e-qui• 
table international «onomic order, in a spiri1 of solidarity and 
concenation. 

Une.sco is taking pari in this procc-s:, of international rcnexion and 
action. Apart from 1he fact that 1he whole thrust of its activities i.s to 
encourage the emergence of 1his new order. it is panic:ularly 
qualified 10 contribute to 1he strengthening of imerna1ional scientific 
co-operation which is i1idispensable to the adva1ltcmen1 of learning 
and the free circulation of knowledge. It can also help coun1ries 
which arc a11emp1ing 10 SOl\•C 1heir energy problems to draw up na. 
1ional Policies which 1ake account of all 1he factors involved, 
whether 1hey are relattd 10 science, technology, educalion. informa• 
1ion, or to social and cultural life . 

The frtt now of scientific and technical infonna1ion and 1he ex• 
change of da1a acquired through experience in different social. 
economic and cultural situations can make a decisi,·e con1ribu1ion 10 
speeding up 1he exploi1a1ion of new and renewable energy sources, 
nou1.bly in the developing countries. Wi1h 1his in mind, Unesc:o is 
curremly engaged in creating an international information system on 
energy sources. the use of which necessira1es not only data from 
many fields-the physical sciences. ecolog)', the life sciences. 
engine<.-ring. «onomics-but al~o al-ce-SS 10 documentation on pro• 
duc1ion. planning and training at e,·er)' le\'el. from university 
teaching 10 1he education of rural popula1ions. This S)'Stem will thus 
be of interes1 to a wide range of users, from rese-arch worker.$ to 
planners, from engineers 10 educators, not 10 mention the wider 
public whose invotvemem is essential where cnergy•saving or 1he 
adop1ion of new 1echniques arc concerned. The setting up of such an 
informa1ion network is, of course. indissociable from an intcnsific:a• 
tion of resnrch, teaching, training and popularization . a ll of which 
Unesco·s programme Sttks 10 promote. 

Uncsco is also concerned to put the problems of energy in a con• 
1ext in which all their complexit)' can beg.rasped. and has ac.cording­
lyttt out to identify the man)' non.technical factors (espeeiall)' those 
of a social and cullur.il na1ure) which affect the exploitation of the 
different energy sources. Social attitudes. differing from country to 
country, can have far from negligible effec1s on 1he possibilities and 
tapidity of change. 

The environmen1al problems resul1ing frorn an increased reliance 
on coal and nuclear energy should 1101 be neglected, either. Here at• 
tention has tended 10 focus on certain sh0rl•term effects on public 
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health or working conditions or on direct consequences for 1he 
physical environment, at che expense of the longer.1erm social. 
cuhural and ec:,ofogical consequences for which there are often \'ery 
few data available and which. if they are 10 be tackled compre-hen• 
sivtl)', require more concerted international action. 

Through 1hcsc studies and acti"i1ies rela1ing 10 energy problems 
Uncsco wishes 10 comributc on 1he one hand 10 each coun1ry's ef. 
forts to pursue i1s development along its own specific: lines and on 
the o ther to the effons being made b)' 1he international community 
in the late twentieth century to achieve a balanced and more 
equi1able managemem of the planet's resources, considered as the 
heritage of all peoples and of genera1ions present and 10 come. 

But an analysis o( energy p roblems cannot be isolated from a 
historical appraisal of the relations between the successive levels of 
energ)' use by mankind and the evolution of the scie01ific concepts 
which make the use of energy possible. Energy produced by human 
and animal muscle was, for long ages in the history of mankind. the 
most important form of energy, as it still is for many peoples today. 
II underlay the earliesc development of agriculture and urban 
civilizatio n. As a result of 1he rise of the physical sciences and their 
application to the interpretation of na1ural phenomena, the meaning 
or the word energy gradually became wider: 10 mechanical energy 
were added thermodynamic and clec1rodynamiccnerg.)' , opening 1he 
way for a first leap in the scale of energy produc1ion. from the 
kilowau to the megawau. and providing impetus for the first in• 
dus1rial revolution. The nex1 theoretical development, 1he quantum 
theory. co rresponded to 1he Cl'ossing of a new 1hreshold: the use or 
erte·rgy from nuclear fi ssion . This disco,·er)', associated wi1h 1he 
development of computers, led in turn to 1he second industrial 
revolution, with energy now being measured not in megawaus but in 
gigawatts. Other thresholds will undoubtedly be crosstd with the 
continuance of fundamental research into 1he structure of mauer 
and the development of techniquts for dfcctively eliminating and 
recycling radioactive wastes. Nuclear fus ion is a promising field 
because i1 releases even grea1er quantities of energy chan those pro, 
duccd hitheno. and the fue l required is extremely abundant. 

These successive breakthroughs in knowledge, promptly turned 10 
practie:aJ use b>· human ingenuity, are the fru it of individual 
genius-the genius of the great scientists of every age whose 
achievemems are so many milcs1oncs in the history of scientific 
1hough1. But just as 1he quickening1emPo of progrm in 1hc last few 
decades was made possible as a resul1 of the slow acc-umula1ion of 
universal knowledge and its transmission across 1ime and space, so 
scientific and technological innovation. though ii may be first and 
foremost a mauer of individual or coUeccive creation, cannm. given 
the complexity of the world today, serve 1he welfare of all withom 
close co-opera1ion between all those communi1ies and centres in 
which it comes into being and finds application. This intellectual co­
operation is a cherished field of activity for Unesco. By encouraging 
it , b)• tightening the bonds bc-twetn the world's SC'icntists. Unesco, in 
the field of energy and elsewhere, is: also preparing a future in which 
man will possess knowledge to reka.sc forces on a par wi1h his im­
mens.c net'ds and will be sufficient!)' wise 10 ma$ter lhO~ forces. ■ 
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S INCE Unesco was created lhirty-seveo years ago as a result 
of ils founders• determination to provide mankind, in lhe 
sphere of activities of the mind, with the means ror 

influencing its own future development, the ~·orld bas changed 
profoundly. The International communlly has expanded 
considtrably with the emergence of new nallons, and mankind h.as 
conslantly slrtngthened fls control over the planet 1nd lncrta.std its 
mtnlal and matuial p,owers. Sdt.ntific and ttthnologJcal advan«s, 
the suc«ssh·e stages of which have conspicuously marked 
denlopment in the last quarter of a century, for in$hmce, enabling 
man even to explore space, ha\·e considerably imprO\'ed lhe lives of 
a certain number of peoples and have now given the whole human 
race, for the first lime in its history, the means of ridding ilself of 
the major concerns that ha,·e preoccupied il since the dawn of 
time-food, heaJth, she.lte.r, protection against natural c-alamilies, 
securily. 

The spread of education has given more and more people access 
to the most , ·aried and advanced forms of knowledge, thus greatly 
enhancing the capacily for innovation, and hence lhe well-being of 
many societies. The achievemenl of polilical sovereignty by almost 
all nations has made posslble an utraordina.ry widening of the 
scope for human inUlatlve and UMrty and has gh·en each of lhem 
the opportunity to play an active role In a history thal wHI 
henctfor1h M worked out by a collective effort. Exchanges of 
goods, capital, knowledge and know-how are becoming more and 
more numerous; intelltelual and cullural Intermixing procttds 
apace; and :a.nxielie$, hopes and ftars are beginning 10 converge, 
tra.nseend.ing the dcmarcalion lines: drawn by hislory or es1ablish1.."<I 
by geography. As all communities are more and more gathered 
together within one and the same network of ,·ital relationships and 
oen muluaJ dependence, the prospect al last gleams ahead of a 
world communil;y joined in unity of purpose and finally reconciled 
wilh itselr, v.·here all wUI be sur'e of the means to lh·e a belter life. 
unhampe.red by fear, and where I here will be an ever fuller 
flowering of freedoms and crtalh·e faculties, 

Bui e.nlire populations are Stlll living in absolute poverty. 
Profound inequalilies continue to divide peoples and individuals 
and the pursuit of progress ii.self frequently gh,es rise to 
conlradiclions. uncerlainlies and doubts. Disturbing harm is being 
done 10 lhe natural en\·ironmen1. There is mounting tension 
belween t'.ountries and withln some countries: life in many societies 
is troubled by violence. lnSlruments of destruction are being furlher 
developed and stockpiled. Nuclear weapons, by their quanlity and 
destructive capacity, are already capable or annihilating all lhat 
mankind has constructed through thousands of yens of errort, and 
e"·en mankind itwlr. Overarmlng Is not only an expression of the 
mutual distrust which i.s advanced to jus-Ufy It; but ft tccentuates the 
trend tOM'llrd.s divi$ion or the world inlo spheres or influence and 
leads to mllilary, e-conomk and t-ullural Interference in lhe li't'eS or 
others: and It dinrts tn enormous "'olume of mourttS from the 
satisfaction of socitlies• urgent needs. 

One world 
from whatever llngle one approathes the major ques1ions which 

mankind has 10 anSM'tr, one realius that the future of modern 
socielies will M tnatled in a contt:<l now expanding 10 worldwide 
scale. 

As a resull. socieUts which had bten able to lh·e in almos1 1otal 
ignorance of each olher up to a few derades ago are now_ in 
increasingl)' regular con1ac1. Reciprocal innuences art bttom1ng 
tvtr more numerous and interdependence is becoming a 
multidimensional reality. While in1erdependence is doubtless o 
source of mu1ual enrichment, receptivity, initiative tnd creathity, 
it also leads to frus1ralions when accompanied by a deterioration Jn 
lhe lot of some ptople, a reduction ln the sco~ for manreuvre, 
increased unpredictabilily and greater vulnerability. 

The Image tha1 emerges rrom an.y analysis or effort of reftettion 
Is the.ref ore that of an incrttsingly complex world in which sources 
of frklion are on the increase just as the reasons for co--operating 
and the mtans for communicaliog are becoming stronger. 

Asymmetries and inequalities 
Economic slatistlcs provide blunt evidence of the St:ale of lhe 

disparities between nations and groups of nations. Bui in_equalititS 
also persisl within most sodedes and are in $Orne cases even 
bttonting more pronoun«<!. The prospe:rity of many i_nduslrialized 
countries may conceal an uneven distribution of income, and some 
sections of the population in I.hose counlries lead a difficult, 
sometimes even precarious existence. In the Third World, vaSI 
populations frequently enjoy none of the benefits of progress and 
towns and dlies-in many cases and at least as regards certain social 
categories-are like islands of modernity cut off from the 
hinterland. 

The picture of des1itution, concentrated for the mosl part In 
counlries of the Third World is a familiar one. An age--old word­
poverty-ha.s today become a ttntral conttpl or ttonomiC'$. 11 
betokens serious deficiencies ln food, hou$ing, health and 
education and an extremtl)' low Income luet. Depending on 1he 
crileria adopted. it may be re<'koned that there are some 800 million 
people in lhe world living in a statt of absolute povtrty (World 
Ban.k) or about 1,100 million poor (lnte.rnarional Labour Offi(e). 
Other equally lmpmslve figures ha\·e to be taken into account to 
form a more detailed picture of nrious categories of unfulfilled 
nttds: 430 million people severely undemourishtd, 1,000 million 
badly hou$td, 1,300 miJUon wilbout adequate aett"SS to drink.Ing• 
water, and, according to statistics eslablished by Unesco, 
814 million aduh illiterates and 123 million chlldrtn of school tge 
not attending school. 

The internationaJ economic system 
The pre:sent siluation is really only the most Ct«-nt s.tage in a 

proctSS 1bat bl,gan in the distant pasl. The rise of certain countries, 
the creation of "·ast colonial empirts for their Mndlt 11.nd the 
dawning and de\·elopmenl '!\>"ithin those same countries of the 
industrial revolution had the dfttt of placing them in a position of 
economic dominan<'t, which bas flnall)' reduced many other parts 
or lhe v.·orld to lhe state dts«lbed by the concept or ''de~ndence'' 
sel forth in certain tconomk lheories. 

Whether politically colonized or nol, mos.I .. dependent" 
countries served as reservoirs of raw materials or speciall)' 
favourable markels for the manufacturtd goods or the dominanl 
countries. The economies of tht;St" countries han thu$ dneloped 
basically under the pressure of demands origin:uing elsewhere 
rather than in ac<'ordance: wllh their own needs. 

£\·en today. wilb lht exception of petroleum, lhe Third World 
countries have no <'0ntrol ovtr lhe prices: of lhe products which 
constilule lhe basis of their expor1s. nor over lhe prim of products 
wbkh they must Import. Many of them are faced with a sleadily 
deleriorating balance of paymen1s. while their borrowing capac.ity 
is shrinkina. 

Notwithstanding 1he different conslrainls to which they are 
s ubjected and the specificity of their situations, the development of 
Third World counlries has been conceived. given ils basis in lhtory 
and direcred, in most cases, by reference to the inlernatlonal 
economk situation whic-h has been imposed on them. 
Underdevelopment hll.$ been interpreted as essentially a tlme•lag, in 
tht various branches of socio-economic activity, as compared with 
the sitmitlion obtaining in the so-<alled developed countries, while 
dnelopmen1 has been seen as a universal process occurring, in all 
places and at all times in the same sequence of successive ''phases''. 
A progttSsion has lhus been envisaged, leading necessarily from lhe 
tradilional. predominantly ajtrlcullural society towards " modern" 
5ocie1y, frequenlly described as the .. age or consumplion". and 
inevilably im·olving, sooner or later, an .. economic take-off'". This 
r.eems to have bttn the premiss. e:<ptidt or otherwise, behind the 
effor1s made in the last few dtcade.s, an approach v.·hich al times 
faHed to perteive the crucial lmportante or the con.slraints imposed 
on the developing countries by 1he intema1ional economic system. 

II appears, howenr. lhal genuine development has to be elic.ited 
from within, willed and conducled by all the vii al forces of a nation. 
Accordingly. ii should encompass all aspec'IS or Ure and invoh·e all 
1he energies of a community v.·ithin "''hich each individual, each ► 
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► 0tcupalionaJ category and each social group has its ptrl lo play in 
the general effort and ils share in lhe rtSulling benents. 

De,·elopment cannot therefore be considered solely rrom the 
standpoinl of economic performance and the growth of malerlal 
goods. No doubl economic growth and lbe production of mate.rial 
goods will always be vitally important because or the es:sentlal 
contribution they alone can make to the general welfare; hut they 
should serve purposts consciously accepted b)' all. that enrich 
everyone's life, Increase the creative capacities of the entil't' 
population and have their roots in culture, with all that it implies 
of truth to self and rteeptJvlty to progress. 

A growing awattnes:s of the Importance of the cultural dimension 
of development thus emerges as one of the salient facts of our time. 

Peace and the arms race 
The fa~ of war has changed today. The quanllty and destructive 

potential of modern nuclear wupons and of chemical aQd 
biological weapons, are such that a conOlct between the great 
powers, in whic,h such weapons would innltably be used, would 
rtsult in the destruction of the human ra«. The fe-ature that makes 
lhe present era radically different from prnlouseras is this capacity 
of the human race for seU-annihil1lion. It is a state of arr1irs 
unique in the history of mankind, and one that must be constantly 
borne in mind at a time when ii is sometlmes asse-rted thal with 
1actical nuclear weal)Ons. a nuclear tonOlct could remain lotalized 
and ils con.sequences be surmounted. In practke there is no 
guarantee lhat, once se1 off, a nudtar connagratlon could ever be 
contained. The afler-,dfects of atomic explosions would be so 
extensive tbal there wou.ld be a strong l.ikelihood of the thrtShold 
being quickly reached where the scale of dt$1ructlon would pro"e 
lelhal for the whole of mankind. 

It is against this background that tht many localized conmcts 
that have OC(Urred sin« the end of the Sctond World War_, 
involving developing countries for lht most part and causing the 
deaths of millions of people, must be set. Stve.ral of those conflicts 
bne stemmed from the will of tht toloniztd or formerly colonized 
~oples to win their independence or to "''lthstand external 
pressures that imperil their freedom. Others, admitltdly, have more 
complex origins-confrontations within nations or disputes 
beh,·ee.n nations-but all of them att inevitably aggravated, lf not 
brought on, by the anlagonisms within the world community. 

The arms race, originaling in man.)' C:astfll' from the "'·ill to 
predominate or from a sense of Insecurity which, far from 
mitigating, ii aggravates, aettltrates under Its own momentum. I t 
has undeniably become a ph,nomenon which, by virtue of its scale 
and implications. dominatts: the interna1ton11.I scene. Total military 
ex,penditure in 1980 may be eslimattd at onr $500 thousand 
million-a sheer waste of these colossal rttourcts. le may be said, 
since they do not enhance the security or those " 'ho foot the bill, 
tht balance tending simply to establlsh ltselr at tn ever higher level. 

It should also be pointed ()ut that the arms nace at pre-sent ties up 
valuable human resources and, especially, vtry l:arge numbers of 
top scientists. lf this hu,ge research and denlopment potential were 
used for purposes of human welfare. considerable- progress could 
be made towards solving some or man's major problems, such as 
those in the fields of health, educalion or agricultural production . 
Quite obviou.sly, such a redeplO)'ment has an ethical dimension and 
is one of the major issues in the current debate on the ultimate 
purposes of science and ttthnology. 

On a more general le,·el. elhica.l conctm.s cannot be dissociated 
from attempts to buikl peal-e, which me1ns considerably more than 

lhe absence of wa.r. Pe-ace has a posith·e content. demanding as It 
does justice in relations between socletie-s and rttognWon of the 
equality in dignity or all peoplts and all cultures. It Is hence more 
particularly synonymous with respect for fundamenlal human 
rights and the freedom of lhe peoples to ma.ke their own decisions. 

Human rights 
Ma$$h·e violations of human rights continue.; fort.most among 

them, mention must be made of the apartheid regime that still 
prevails in Soulh AfriC'l, despite repealed tondtmnations by the 
international community. That regime tontlnuts to inslitulionalh:t 
racism and to deny, by Its vtr)" existence, the most fundamental 
principle on whkh human rights are bastd: the oneness of the 
human race and the equal worth of all human beings. 

The right of peoples to se,lf•de1erminatlon ls also seriously 
nouted. Some peoples are still politkaJly subjugated, as a rts-ull of 
long•slanding. or In some cam rtttnl, hlstorical circumstances. 
Many communilies are s.till deprh·ed of the right to an identity. 

There are some ten million refugees in lhe world today; their 
sllualion iS par1icularl,y grave because of the precariousness or their 
living conditions, lhe fac:t of their having bee.n uprooted and the 
difnculty of finding Viable solutions in thf prevailing polWcal a.nd 
economic circumstances. 

No ltss disquieling is lhe trend with regard 10 individual 
freedoms. which are jeopardized io various ways, eilher by blind 
letrorism that slrikes even al the totally innocenl in the name or 
particular a5pirations or principles. or by the eslablisbed 
au1borilits . Authorities in many counlries bavt cUrbed political 
liberl.ies and freedom of as.wciation and put down opposition 
movements. In some CJases, tbe law itself is u.s,ed to redouble the 
atlacks upon human rights, for in.stance b)' retroaclJve, rtpressln 
leg.islation. the widening of the interpretation of national Stturlly, 
or the instilutiooaUzation of emergenty measures. There is t 
disquieting tendenc)' 10 .. criminalize" opposition by bringing mere­
poliUc:al disagreement wilhin the scope or the penal code. 
Furthermore, normal legal safeguards are often set aside. with the 
resultanl development of various forms of dete-ntion without trial. 

No less serious, and perhaps even more serious, is the ttndency 
to adopt, parallel to official and legal repression, procedures 
beyond the pale of legality and State po"'·er. involving undercover 
operations of kidnappin,g or murder whose ~rpetralors enjoy a 
sort of Impunity. 

Moreo"er, al1hough prohibiltd by ltgishu.ion in mosl S1a1es, 
torture and. more 3entra:Uy, humiliating and degrading 1rtt1ment 
are still practised. In some places they art innic1ed. seemingly on 
a systematic basis. when susptelS art arrested and during their 
interrogation tnd detention . 

But not even tht denundadon of vlolalions of human rights Is 
unaffected by the poUtfcal rifts In the ~·orld . For instante, the , ·ery 
peop1e "'·ho habitually express indignalion al certain actions rend to 
minimize others thal a.re equau,· strious. because 1ht regimes 
re-sponslhle for them share their l'itw of the world or serve their 
interests. The- danger wllh such attitudes to violations o~ human 
rights is thal thty may lull consciences into acquiescente; they must 
bt countered by an unc--ondltlonal Insistence on rtSpttl fo r human 
rights, irrespecth·e of the polltlcal Judgemenls that may be passed 
on particular situations. l ndh'lduaJ freedoms and tht frttdom of 
peoples are two slde-.s or the same coin. TheS(' problems . liL:e 1ho~ 
of developme-nt 1nd peate, concern each human bting and the 
enlire human race. 
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The environment and natural resources 
There is ano1her artt in which complu: networks of lnttracUons 

now appear to bind the fate of lhe individual lne:xtricabl)' to the 
colleccive future of mankind: thi$ is the rtlalionship bd~·etn man 
and nature. Atlention is now also f()(u.std, as the rtsull of a new 
awareness which bas become espedall,· marked o·rer rtcent 
decades, on lbe pressure tbal man's aclivities, based on 
technological advance, exerc on lhe environment, either through the 
unchecked eating-up of resources and of space, or through lht 
production of wastes that the natural environment C':ln no longer 
absorb without suffering faM·eacbing effects. The major risks 
emerging In the relation.ship between man and nature are the 
exhaustion or sc:ardty of «rtaln non-renewable resources essenlial 
for human acOvlUes and lm.verslble damage that might jeopardize 
the balance of the blospbtre. 

Thew concerns must M seen In the context or problems of society 
and denlopment whkh are or dttish·e importance as regards lhe 
envlronmtnt. Undtrlylng all thtst problems, in fact, are the forms 
of production and consumption or the industrial societies. In the 
purdy ttthnkal and economic: logic or industrialization as ii has 
gtntrally bttn conct:IVNI, the environment and natural resou.r<ies 
art trt:attd slmply as instruments stn'lng economic growth. The 
pursuit of quick and high -rtl'Urns me11ns that the cost of 
environmental damage is overlooked. Socltt)' as I whole, 
considtrtd tithtr nationally or inttrnadonally, then bas to bttr 
costs v.·hkh are entirely neglttled In any economic rtt.konlng. This 
type of bthaviour. whkh leads to unrHtraJned 1nd what might 
fai rl)· M 1ermed unscrupulous e.x,ploitalion of natural resourcts. 
gives rise: 10 serious damage. ln many Third World countrie".!I, It 
enlails tn overworking of natural ~sour«$ that is detrimental In 
the long term, whether Ibey b« living resourees, like forests and fish 
s-1ocks, or minertl resources occurring in finite qua.nllUes. 

Bui si1uations of underdevelopment, In themStlves, also have 
unfortunate implications for the enV'ironmenl. Poverty leads to 
over-use or irrational use of 1he productin capacities of 
ecosyslems, of soil, wa1er and wood. ll also leads to uncontrolled 
extension of urbaniz.ation. which has loday become a major 
problem in many coun1ries. 

En,·lronmtntal problems can never be considered apart from the 
prtStnt forms of lhe international division of labour and the 
constraints impostd by the lnttrnallonal economic system. Control 
by tt,t denlopfng countries o,·er their own natu.ral resourcts Is, 
inchltntall,• one of the ma.in lines of emphasis In efforts to bring 
about a new lnlernatlonal ttonomlc order. 

Bui this objttth·e cannot be dlssodaltd from lhe idea of a global 
environmental e1hk based on wise use of the resourttS that the 
planet offers 10 men and that human ingenuity s.uc:cetds in 
discovering and turning to account. 

Such an aim may in the long term imply changes in the manner 
in which resources are used in most countries of the ~·ortd, 
eventually invoh·lng far-re.aching changes in behaviour and 
recognition of the primacy of such values as solidarity and equit)' , 
in applk:ation not merely to people alin today but to those who will 
c-ome after us, as oppostd to behaviour guided solely by immediate 
.stlf-intensl. 

Communication between people and 
between cultures 

R~nt developments have made lhe world more and more one 
as reg11.rds communication and exchanges btlwttn people and bet• 

11t·een culturts. Counlless wmmunicttion necworks have grown up 
as production, management and organization lechnologiH have 
spread throughoul the V.'Orld, with lhe inte.n.sh·e C'ircula1.lon of pro­
d·ucts and people, the rapid strides m.ade by lelccommunkalions 
and dlla proressing, and 1he huge increase in the volume of 
messages put out all o,·er the v.·orld by the mass media. 

These technologies are playing a part in transforming societies 
and ctusing them to mo,·e towards ever greater complexity. Com• 
munication and information may in fact be regarded as the nen'ous 
system of contemporary societies: they are essential to their ac­
tivities, particularly in economic matters, and play an essential part 
Jn financial transactions and banking and In the development of 
trade, of land, sea and air transport, of health or public 1dmlnbtra• 
lion systems, and of military systems. Any polltk:al powtr Is of 
nett.SSity placed at the «ntre of 11 complex communication and in• 
formation system, since dedslon-maldng Increasingly nttUSlllttS 
consideration of more and more conslanlly changing Items of In for• 
mation, and since, furthermore, any policy needs to bt explained 
and commented on If It Is to gain attt.ptance. Some people con• 
seque.ntly consider that tomorrow's economy will be one based 
mainly on Information, and that information is'in the proc«$ of 
bttoming the ke:y resource marked out for a major role still more 
dttisive than that of raw material$ and energy. 

Thi.s m.ake.s the very great disparities in the different countries' 
situations as regards their communication and information capad­
ty all the more serious. The least well equipped countries, tspeciaUy 
the developing countries, are deprived of some of the most effective 
means of controUiog the various aspects of the dtve.lopmtnt pro­
cess. The development of communication and inform1tion In the 
developing countries, which is generally recognized to bt nt:«$Slr)' 
by 1he iolernational community today, Is therefore a prime pre­
requisite for the 1dvtn1 of a world or g:reattr equity and solidarity 
and for the free development of democracy within the various 
societies. If they " 'tre better able to communicate and to acqultt 
and impart information, the: dtveloplng countritS could not onl:y 
make their voices heard moretfftttively In lnltmational affairs bu1 
could also makt more progrHS In education-particularly In the 
strug&le against illiteracy- and could develop their sdentinc and 
lechnological potential, impro,·e their health systems, promote 
rural denlopment, and bt In a better position to deal with narural 
disastus. Communk1tlon and Information can al.so help those 
countries, and Indeed au others, to consolidlle national unity. 
preserve their cultural Identity and make provision for gre.attr par­
ticipation by the public In lbe changes currently taking plaee. 

It Sffms essenllal, therefort, to do away with the obstacles that 
prevent pe,ople and nations from gaining access to all sources of in~ 
formation and from dirtttly expressing their ov.·n points or , ·iew, as 
also to avoid the distortions which compromise the dignity and in• 
dependence or peoples. ln Ibis context, it is clearly important 10 
foster the development of all forms of communica1ion and infor­
mation In all countries, and part.icularly In the developing coun­
trlt.s, and. to encourage efforts to discover and tpply innovations 
wbkh win aJJow of readier tdaptttioo of $tructures and content for 
the purp,oStS of different categories of users, the compiling of infor­
mation with broader participation by the public, tnd gretter diver­
sification Jn cultural ex,presSion. 

Science, technology and society 
Ex.isting modern tee.bnologies already confer enormous powers 

upon man, and lheir potential is such that many of the problems 
confronting human societies could be solved if Ibey were ► 
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► .systematically employed. The prospect! opened up by modern 
science are therefore run or new promise. 

T,o oblaln a dearer picture or these prospects, ii is impor1ant to 
note thtt nry profound upheavals have reshaped lhe map of the 
scientific world and the relations: between the various sciences. This 
deve:lopmenl and its practical implicalfoos are bound to exert a 
stro:ng lnOuence on 5Cienlific and technological straleg;ies. A new 
c.onflgurarion of fields of knowledge could be said to be forming, 
in which the branc.hes of the future appear to be biology, data pro .. 
«ss!ing, systems lheory and the communication and information 
sciences:. We are thus witnessing nothing less than a scitntific and 
technological revolution, which seems capable of transforming not 
only methods of production and patterns of consumption but men• 
tallties and sodal practices as well. It is even tendin2 to efface, to 
som,e extent at least, the old-established demarcation lines between 
lhe natural sc.ientt.s and the social and human sciences. Wt are 
perhaps Living in an tta In which cross .. over points are emerging btt• 
ween the major fields of human crttllvlty: among the various Stltn­
tifk disciplines and bel"'·een them and tultutt. 

AJthough tonsiderablt effort.$ have betn made, much more re­
mains to bt done in ordtr to find appropriate sotulions to 1he prob· 
lems of energy supply. food , housing, 1rans:-port, leisure or the 
management of the enviroomenl ;Still encountered in all socielies in 
differenl forms and degrttS. The bulk of sdenliric and 
technological potenlial is still concentrated in a limited number of 
countries which alone possess lhe means for condu~ting research in 
cerlain fields, especially lhe advanced fields, and therefore hold the 
kt)'S, .so lo s peak, to the major advances of the future. Moreo·rer, 
the lines of emphasis in research and the choice of rields in whitb 
it is applied are determined primarily by the needs and problems of 
the ,countries that are already besl provided for- which adds to 
their accumulated "'·ealth of scientific and tec.hnological 
knowledge, while lhe existing stoc.k of knowledge and know,how is 
still inaccessible to most developing countries. 

Science must be used to Increase the wtll•btfng of all peoples. 
This presupposes a rretr and more Intensive now or Information 
and knowledge con«rning both sde-nce and ttthnology, a 
worldwide concerted effort to make sdentlnc research more rtle­
vanl to the needs or the whole of mankind, 1nd to ensure In all 
countries, the developing countries in partkular, lheir own devtlop.. 
me.nit of science and technology. On this 111st polnc, it should bt 
stressed that scientific and technological development must come 
about as a mull of a set of complex inte.rutions bet~·ttn the nttd 
for scientlfk and technological solutions 10 ttonomk and social 
problems, on the ont band. and, on the other. tfrorts to lraln 
researchers and specialists: and 10 organiu s.cientific ttStarch a.nd 
experimental developmenl programmes. 

Cultural identity 
Tlte need to rethink developmenl, and 10 invent new strategies to 

lake: account or what is dislincth·e in each nation's ~ilY of lire and 
culture and to call inlo play the enlerprise of aU lhe individuals and 
groups that go to make it up, is bec.oming all the more urgenl today 
becauk of lhe tendency cowards uniformity that is developing and. 
in many countries and among many sections or 1he population, im• 
pinging upon life~styles a.nd modes of thougbe and on 1he organiia• 
Hon of the social, individual and family environment. This tenden• 
cy resu.lls less from a convergence of the different values of ch·iliia• 
tion than from the predominance of certain cenlres propagaling the 
knowledge, know•how and social usages specific to the t>es·t 
endowed societies. The very fact of the growing oneness or 1he 

"·orld in economic, social and cultural matters is bringing c-ertain 
needs and aspirations to lhe fore, in more and more environments 
and within various societies, and causing them all to follow the 
same model, based on 2oods and servires produced and dislributed 
throughout the world. Jn e,·ery art-a of life-from food to clothing, 
from transport to leisure-the same patterns of consumption are 
tending 10 spread. This tendenty Is enhanced by the media and the 
cultural industries which are e.xtendJng It Into cultum, ideas and 
ways of seeing or depkling the world. 

This logic of growing: uniformity favours certaio lines in che pur­
suit of knowledge to tbe detriment of other forms; ll imposts cer• 
ta.in aesthetic or e-thlcal values; It stimulates lhe growth or certain 
areas of activity, encourages ttrtaln talents and modts of feeling­
and ignores others. Whole Stttors of creativity are thus reprtSStd, 
societies mutilated In their htdlvlduatlty :and their distlnctivt Slruc­
ture. Carried to lhe extreme, this logic could lead 10 mankind's 
becoming ossified, since dinrsity, if acctpled on a rooting of com­
plete equa.lhy, Is 'Indeed an ~ntial and fertile sour« or vitali1y 
alike ror Individual societies and tor the whole world. 

The growing homogeneity thal world uniformily based on a 
single model would produce could well leave all humankind be.reh 
of lhe means to face unknown or new dangers. Who can say 
whether a given ~ulture or a given genetic feature, now lost beneath 
the ruins of lraditional SO<'ieties, may nol have been an integral part 
of a herilage and perhaps essential to the further progrtSs of 
humanity? Nor can we rule out the possibility that one day the 
global technological society might perish from entropy, for lack or 
a sufficient differentiation between cultures. 

These would appear to be the historical impUcatlons-in reaction 
10 the growing globaHzatlon of rundamental social processes and 
the pre~ ures towards uniformity brought to bear on the individual 
or collective mentality-of the reawakening of specificities, wbicb 
is the manireslation of a now overridin2 dC:mand, that of Identity, 
which can be seen e,·erywhere in the world and which ln some coun• 
tries links up with the efforts successfully nrried out or more 
recently undertaktn to enhance the slatus or the national cullure. 

In this respect, It Is significant that the demand ror cultural identl• 
I}', firsl voiced In certain parts of Europe in the ninetttnlh cenlury 
and which crystaJIJztd the aspirations of the young nations former­
ly under colonial rult- for whom the conquest or rttonquest of 
their mutilated past rtprtStnted lhe most prttious ac·hievemenl in 
the struggle for independence-should now bt raised again in lbe 
industriallud societies, where the need 10 prestrve or 10 revit.alize 
regional or ethnic identities is inc-reas:ingly felr. Jn all regions , 
cultural identity appears: now as ont of lht chief dri,·ing forces: of 
history, reprtStnling neither a rossiliied heritagt oor a mere collec• 
tlon of 1radilions, bul an internal dynamic, ll process "'·hereby a 
society continually creates its:df, nourished by internal dinrsiries 
consciously and voluntarily accepled, and welcoming, as.similaling 
and If necessary transformin&. contributions tttth·ed from 
elsewhtrt. 

Far from coinciding with withdrawal into an immutable, self• 
enclosed pasl, it promotes a lively. original and constantly renewed 
S)·nthesis. ldencily thus appears increasingly 10 be the sine qua non 
of progress for individuals, groups and nalions, for it is the for« 
lhat animates and underpins the collecth·e will , lhal galhers 10 ilstlf 
the internal re:sources for aclion, and thar turns necessary changt 
into creative adaplation . More and more linguistic, religious, 
cullural and occupational groups are accordingly asserting their in• 
d.lvldualily and $lreng1hening lhcir internal bonds. The protecdon 
of the-i.r specific identities seems to be lhe first s.tep towards lht 
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regaining or their creative faculties, lheir inventh·entss and abillt)' 
to participate in a world that has tended lo efface them. It should 
in no way t,,e interprtted as: a mere revilaliialion of former values, 
bul betokens cMdly a search for new cultural dt$igns whereby 10 
carry on from rehabilitation of the past by an awareness or increll.S-• 
td responsibility for the fulutt. 

Uncertainties and the renewal of values 
While it is now clearly appreciattd thal economics cannot be Che 

only triterlon in de,·elopme.nt, thal other objectives must be defined 
and that new methods, modelled more closely on the requiremenl.S 
and asplrallons of the commuoily must be ln\'tnted, the striking 
feature of many contemporary socie1ies i.s extreme d1ve.rsi1y in the 
btha"iour, demands and aspirations of individuals and groups, and 
lhe jux1aposilion, al tlmts, of different scales of \'&luts. This dh·er• 
sificalion in syslem.s of Slandards is no doubt connected with the 
de\·elopment of s<>ciellts tnd changes wi1hin them bul It Is also con• 
m~cted, in part, with tht increasing now of goods, wvkes, 
technologies and messages rrom one parl of the world 10 anoth'tr. 

In mosl counlries of the Third World, a bosl or needs and new 
motivations are appearing, based on the syslem.s of standards and 
values sptciJic 10 cerlai.n induslriali:ztd sodelles. The combination 
of new aspira11ons and traditional loyaUit:§ produces divided values 
In certain reg.Ions, within cerlain families and even in the hearts of 
more and more Individuals. The sharp division be1~·een modernity 
and the undtrlylng cultures appears in many countries to be open­
ing a gulf between those who have integrated into the new world 
and lhose to whom it remains foreign, 1hus aggravalin,g lht 
polarizalion betwetn groups. be«~·een 1own and country and bet· 
we.en lhe industrlallzed and rural Sttlors. 

In the past few years, however, there ha\·e in a numbu or coun-
1ries bttn altempts 10 rebuild sodely on the basis of a roinl or Its 
moi.1 deeply roo1e(I cullund \'aluts. It is this aspiralion thal is Im• 
parling fresh impetus to 1be spiritual, religious or myslk 
movemenls lhrough ~·hich parl or the popuhUion in lhost countries 
Is seeking 10 re--eslabli.sh link$ with an ethic or solidarity and mutual 
assistance. II is this, 100. that ls inspiring certain people$ with lhe 
determination to build lheir own nrslon of modem.ism, by reinter­
preting tradition so as 10 idenlify its creative reatur-es. This ambi­
tion calls for an endea\·our to renovate social standards and prac• 
tires by drawing on those cultural traditions and traditions or wurk, 
and aeslhttlc or moral values, 1ha1 will enable the society to make 
room for proaress witboul self-belrayal, and by rejecting all those 
trad11ions and values that would shut it Into a pasl offering no way 
forward. 

Questionings and new approaches are also appeuing, for dif­
ferenl rNsons and in olher forms, in a number of industrialiied 
societie:s where more and more groups, partku.larl)' among the 
young. art tending 10 adopt new anilude.s towards income and 
social success, work and leisure, and the man-made and na1ural en• 
vlronmt-nts. New aspirations are emerging and g,Jving rise to a 
greater demand for de-c:entraliu1ion and participation: to an at­
te.mpl to find a new, settled place in small communities, whether 
geographk:al, proftssional, religious or llngulstlc; to a lesser em­
phasis on ord('r and even on economic Stturit)' , and to a dt.sire for 
emancipation vls--d•vls anything thal ml)' hl\'e a (entralizing rune• 
lion. Are these changes the forerunners of an Imminent transform a• 
tlon in tht ax:lologkal systems or certain industriaUzed societies? II 
is difficult to asstss e.ither their scope or their precise significance 
because of the extreme diversity of lhe attlludts Involved, their 
uncerlaln and orten ambiguous or contradielory nature. and the 
heterogt-nelty of the aspirations the)' tt\'eal. 

In some countries socjal movemul$ of a new kind are emerging, 
bringing into the political arena and the sphere or collec1ive adion 
matters hitherto regarded as strictly pri'vate, like birth, old age, 
housing, environment and communk:aUon. Associations that cul 
across the usual soc.ial barriers are being Stt up- women's groups 
or dubs for "se,nior citizens" 1 neighbourhood co-operatives, con­
sumer or user associations, and groups gelling togeiber for le.isure 
act.Jvllies or work- which are experimenting wilh novel types or 
cu11ural activity and oflen introducing new relationships belween 
the ttonomk and polltkal spheres. As a result, new issues now have 
their Sf)Oktsmen In society, while cultural production ls linked once 
more wilh social production as in the pas1. 

AU these nntures $how that people are radically challenging the 
established order and explorlng new avenues in a great variety or 
ways, "°·hich may denote a revival of social cre-alivity. 

Bttwetn breakdown and renewal, therefore, a fundamental 
challenge arises and will no doubt face a large number of 
societies and the international communj(y itself in the coming 
years: bow, with the growing complexity of forms of organiza­
tion and production systems, to reconcile the demand for the 
cohesion and effectiveness needed both nationally and interna• 
1ionall)' for action to promote development with the demands 
for a share in iniliative and creativily that are 'often voiced? The 
movement towards a diversification of sys-lems or references, in 
reaction against the trend towards uniformity and condilioning, 
Is undoubtedly indlcallve of the intrinsic vitality or contem• 
porary cultures. I t may herald a regeneration, on condition 
however that more appropriale forms of communication and 
exchange are established. within a conlext of greater justice, 
among societies and within those , ·ery societies, among social 
groups separated by their dirfering loyalties and aims, and 
among nations which must arrive at mutual understanding and 
reach agrt<!ment on 1he co-opera tin actions which are called for 
and indeed demanded by the world today. 

■Am11dou-M11h1ar M'Bow 
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housing or who ere effected by unemployment. 

The persistence of widespread Illiteracy Is a major Im• 
pediment to development, and makes it impossible for 
millions of men and women to take their destinies Into 
their own hands. II condemns to failure the fight against 
poverty. the elimination of inequalities and the attempts 
to establish relations of equity and justice between both 
individuals and nations. 

Unesco's strategy and actions in favour of literacy 
have evolved over the years to reflect the experience ac• 
quired by Unesco and its Member States. Thus the pro­
gramme approved by the recently concluded 22nd ses• 
sion of the General Conference for the 1984-1985 bien­
nium contains several noteworthy Innovations. 

The most Important of these Is the adoption of a global 
strategy whereby action for generalization and renewal 
of primary education-the only means of attacking 11· 
literacy at Its very root- is combined with literacy educe• 
tion for young people and adults. It is a fact that illiteracy 
thrives on the Inadequacy of primary education. There 
are today some 120 million children of primary school 
age who do not have the opportunity to attend school 
and who, if adequate measures are not taken, will swell 
the ranks of adult illiterates In the future. Sixty per cent 
of these children cut off from school are girls, the women 
and mothers of tomorrow whose role and Influence in 
every sphere of life are of decisive importance. 

But even many of those fortunate enough to attend 
school will not necesserlly pursue their studies long 
enough or receive an education of a sufficient quality and 
relevance to their lives to enable them to achieve an en• 
during level of literacy. Hence, the extension and reform 
of primary education is an indispensable element in any 
realistic strategy to overcome illiteracy. 

Unesco's programme also gives immediate attention 
to an alarming phenomenon-the relapse into illiteracy of 
many young people and adults. Studies must be under­
taken to diagnose this complex problem systematically. 

Another aspect of the problem of illiteracy which has 
recently attracted the attention of researchers is the no· 
tion of "functional illiteracy". With the rapid develop­
ment of science and technology, the level of literacy re• 
quired to cope with the demands of social and economic 
life Is rising. The measure of "functional literacy" Is not 
fixed, but is steadily advancing. For example, the level of 
instruction which quafffied one for employment yester• 
day may not suffice tomorrow. 

It Is only by acquiring literacy skills that each Individual 
begins to become a full and active member of his culture, 
is able to benefit from the accumulated wealth of 
knowledge and know-how and takes part in the collec­
tive process of reflection on the implications of his socio• 
ty's evolution-in a word becomes a full•fledged citizen. 

While its elimination requires first and foremost a 
strong national commitment, illiteracy has become a pro• 
blem of truly planetary dimensions. Its eradication also 
calls for efforts on a wortd•wide scale and in particular for 
international co-operation reinforced by a greater con• 
cern than in the past for the fundamental human re­
quirements of authentic development. 

I therefore appeal once again to all those in positions of 
authority to Increase the total volume of aid devoted to 
literacy work, thus enabling the upward trend in the ab· 
solute number of Illiterates to be halted, then reversed. 
before the end of the century. In this way we shall ensure 
that we enter the new millennium in a climate of liberty, 
creativity and progress for all . ■ 
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Peace 
and human values 

by Amadou-Mahtar M'Bow 
Director-General of Unesco 

THE Second World War came to an end in 1945, on 8 May in the 
European theatre, on 2 September in the Pacific. The war had 
seen the systematic practice of collective massacres, the destruc­

tion of cities on a massive scale, the deportation of entire populat.ions, 
and the organization of many extermination camps. Precipitated by the 
will to dominate, its mainspring blind intolerance and prejudice, the 
war afflicted humanity not only through its toll of nesh and blood but 
by striking at the source of its deepest beliefs, the most precious 
elements of the cultures of peoples. The brutal rejection of human 
values was a characteristic of this world conflict, but so too was the un­
compromising defence of such values. It is our duty to honour those 
who gave their lives 10 preserve world civilizations and human freedom, 
and to remind today's generations of their.sufferings and sacrifices. 

To honour their memory is also to recall the task of reconciliation and 
reconstruction which began at the end of the war with the foundation 
of the United Nations and of Unesco. The mission specially entrusted 
to Unesco has been to reinforce peace between the nations through 
education, science and culture, by contributing 10 the establishment of 
new relationships based on the principles of knowledge, justice and 
mutual comprehension. 

Today more than ever, this mission which Unesco has rcsol111cly 
endeavoured 10 accomplish remains imperative. 

The image of the world which is increasingly gaining ground in the 
minds of people everywhere is that of a single and complex expanse in 
which the sources of friction arc proliferating while the means of com­
munication are growing more effective and the reasons for co-operation 
are becoming explicit. 

Never more than today have men felt so capable both of mutual 
understanding and of mutual destruction. Since 1945, there has been an 
endless succession of so-called local wars which have caused the deaths 
of tens of millions of persons. Today the acceleration of the arms race, 
coupled to the extension of these local conflicts with international 
ramifications, heighten the danger of a generalized confrontation and 
threaten the future of mankind 10 an unprecedented degree. 

The gravity of these dangers is beginning 10 be widely .felt and giving 
greater prominence to the aspiration of all the peoples of the world 10 
a lasting peace, based on respect for the rights of individuals, for the 
liberty of nations and for justice, and on universal progress. 

This is why Unesco, faithful to the principles set forth in its Constitu­
tion, is continuing 10 make a contribution 10 the development, in its 
fields of competence, of mutual understanding, tolerance, respect and 
solidarity between individuals and between peoples, as well as the 
recognition of their reciprocal rights and duties. 

11 is incumbent on all of us to work towards a genuine renewal of 
values, bringing to lhem the sense of an uninterrupted con1inui1y bet­
ween the righ1s of each man, those of each nation and those of the entire 
human community. 

The commemoration of the fortieth anniversary of the end of the Se­
cond World War reminds us of this duty and urges us 10 perform it. 
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Egypt, 10 March 1980. Ceremony marking the end of the International Campaign for the 
Safeguarding of the Monuments of Nubia and the inauguration of the new site of the Philae 
temples reassembled on the nearby island of Agilkia.

© UNESCO / Dominique Roger.
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A message 
to world youth 

Y
OUNG people form a considerable and ever-increasing proportion 
of the world population. Inevitably they are concerned by all the 
problems arising from the present and future of humanity. None of 

the major que-~tions of our time can be answered witl!Dut the active 
involvement of young people. 

Young people constitute 45 per cent of the world's population today and 
their numbers arc continuing to grow. There were 730 million fifteen- to 
twenty-four-year-olds in 1975, and this figure should rise to 1, 180million by 
the year 2000-an increase of 60 per cent in twenty-five years. 

If the role and impact of youth in national life vary from country to 
country, young people in many cases share a number of common preoccu­
pations, fears and aspirations. 

In many countries young people are particularly exposed to such prob­
lems as unemployment, hunger, delinquency, drugs, violence and racism, 
all of which are rooted in the tensio11s and uncertainties of today. But young 
people are also endowed with imagination, enthusiasm, and courage, 
qualities which may contribute to the changes which prove necessary; they 
stand at the meeting-point of continuity and change, tradition and progress. 

The different groups of young people must have the opportunity to 
participate fully in all aspects of the economic, political, educational, 
cultural, and scientific life of the society in which they live, and to exercise 
freely in it the qualities which are theirs. 

Uncsco, which places action in favour of young people at the heart of its 
programmes, notably those concerned with education and training, is 
making its contribution to the achievement of this goal. 

Unesco's efforts in this field arc focused on three main objectives: 
stimulating research on young people in the different world regions; 
promoting the diffusion and exchange of information about and for young 
people; contributing to the formulation of policies and the application of 
programmes which will encourage the participation of young people in all 
aspects of the life of societies. ■ 

Amadou-Mahtar M'Bow 
Director-General<>/ U11esco 

January 1985 
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Unesco: 40 years of action 

by Amadou-Mahtar M'Bow 

FORTY years ago, just a few weeks after the end of the 
Second World War, the Conference of the Allied 
Ministers of Education, which was to adopt the Con­

stitution of Uncsco, met in London. 
To the terrible 1011 of six years of desolation and death that 

the world had just experienced was now added the threat 
foreshadowed by the explosion of the two atomic bombs at 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Over the ruins of the annihilated 
cities, in the grief present everywhere, and confronted by the 
prospect of new forms of mass des1 ruction, the international 
community became aware of the collective responsibilities 
which it would have 10 shoulder in order 10 preserve the 
future of the species. 

Within the framework of the United Nations system that 
had just been set up. Uncsco was given the task of advancing 
international peace and the common welfare of mankind 
through "the educational and scientific and cultural relations 
or the peoples of the world"- in other words, international 
intellcclUal co~opcration, 

In order to help to bring about "a condition in which the 
incentives to war are neutralized by social, spiritual and 
economic advances ... ", Uncsco engaged in vigorous action 
in many different fields-lhe development of grea1 standard• 
selling concepts: the circulation of knowledge, ideas and 
information; and operational aclivilies to help the poorest 
countries. This activity aimed among other things to foster 
mutual knowledge and understanding among nations; to 
facilita te by means of appropriate methods of co-operation 
the access of all peoples to wha1 each or them had already 
produced and to wha1 each was producing in all fields of 
thought, artistic creativity and scientific and technical dis• 
covery and experiment; to bring about conditions under 
which everyone should have equal opponuni1ics of access 10 
educa1ion; and to allow 1he free exchange of ideas and 
information . 

Over the years , Unesco has constantly broadened 1he 
basis of its rcprescntativity. Its action in this area has been 
constantly gaining in scope and complexity-,,specially with 
the admission of nearly 100 countries which. during 1he la1e 
1950s and the 1960s, acceded to national sovereignty. 

These countries brought their historic.al and cultural ex· 
perience into the Organization; they expressed their particu­
lar sensitivities; they evoked their own concerns. The de• 
veloping countries, in particular. raised questions related to 
the difficult, sometimes even alarming. circumstances that 
they were facing, to the manifold challenges confronting 
them and to 1hc various pa1hs that they were exploring in 
order to ensure a development that was authentic. 

Unesco thus began to 1hink about the reality of an in­
creasingly intcrdependen1 world in which societies are in 
contact with each other to a greater or lesser degree and arc 
part of a world system of reciprocal exchanges and relations. 

On account of this development, Unesco, which had at 
first focused its activities on certain pares of the world, was 
gradually led 10 cx1end 1hem worldwide. 

During the past forty years, Uncsco has thus made possi­
ble the development of a host of communication, exchange, 
co-operation and action networks, reaching into the mos1 
diverse fields, leading to immense progress in knowledge 
and know-how, and leading the peoples and 1he cultures of 
the whole world to draw closer toge1her. 

Throughout these decades, Unesco has striven to draw on 
three sources of energy-the political reality or the govern­
ments of Member States; the creative urge of spiritual, 
intellectual and artistic communities: and the competence 
and devotion of an international Secretariat that is called on 
to encourage and co-ordinate the ideas, initiatives and pro• 
jects of all. 

This is why Unesco is duty-bound to increase still further 
the integration of the intellectual communities of the world 
in the living tissue of its activities, so that constantly renewed 
blood can now 1hrough this 1issue and so that 1he factors of 
amalgamation and catalytic forces that give full strength to 
the alchemy of intellectual co-operation can be brought into 
every one of its great debates. 

I cannot conclude without adding that the world is today 
encountering a number of grave difficulties that are renected 
in the func1ioning of the United Nations system and , oonsc· 
quently, in Uncsco. 

These difficulties no doubt provide a fresh opportunity for 
re-examining some of 1he workings of the system with a view 
to their democratization; they have , however. made some 
people question the aims and purpose.s of the system and 
even the very reason for its exis1encc. 

This is not the firs, time tha11he United Nations has faced 
such challenges. It is therefore important that the heads of 
the agencies of the sys1em should shoulder their responsibili­
ties in full measure. 

It is no longer for them a case of merely expediting current 
mauers as best they can. Guided by their conscience, in 
obsel'\•ance of the principles of 1hc Uni1ed Nations Charter 
and of the Constitutions of their respective organizations, it 
is also-and perhaps especially-for them to rise above the 
contingent and the inciden1al in order to keep all chances for 
the future intact. 

In this year which marks 1he rorriech anniversary or Un• 
esco. it is wi1h this conviction that once more l call on 
intellectuals throughout the world to strengthen, through 
our Organization , the ties of solidarity based on the forces of 
freedom, creativity and progress-themselves the very 
forces of the spirit that Unesco exists 10 bring t0gc1her. ■ 

This text ,s a slia.tuly shor1ct1cd \'crs.on <>fan address gl,<tt1 b)' the Oire<:1or-G,encul of 
UnC$CO 111 the Organization's P~ris Headq1.Urtcrs dvrini a ceremony he.Id oo 12 
Oc«mbcr 1985 to ()()mmc1non1c UM~·s fonlcth anrth'ttsar)'. 
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© UNESCO / Michel Ravassard

Portrait of Amadou Mahtar M'Bow attending the General Conference in 2005.
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